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	4. Editor's Note
  


	5. THE GUIDING LIGHTS  OF
THE GEN-NEXT
India’s educational landscape constantly evolves, with
schools striving to provide students with a comprehensive
and innovative learning experience. In 2023, several
educational institutions emerged as India’s most promising
schools to watch. These schools are at the forefront of
academic excellence, embracing progressive pedagogical
approaches, leveraging technology, and nurturing the
holistic development of their students.
These schools have created vibrant learning environments
that foster critical thinking, creativity, collaboration, and
problem-solving skills. They have reimagined traditional
teaching methodologies and incorporated cutting-edge
practices to equip students with the skills required for
success in the 21st century. One key aspect that separates
these schools is their emphasis on personalized learning.
Recognizing that each student has unique strengths,
weaknesses, and interests, these schools tailor their
instructional methods to meet individual needs. They
prioritize a student-centric approach, encouraging active
participation and nurturing a love for learning.
Furthermore, these schools have embraced the integration
of technology in education. They have adopted state-of-the-
art infrastructure, digital tools, and online platforms to
enhance teaching and learning experiences. These schools
have transformed classrooms into dynamic hubs of
knowledge and exploration through virtual reality,
augmented reality, artiﬁcial intelligence, and other
technological advancements.
In addition to academic excellence, these schools place
great importance on the holistic development of students.
They oﬀer various extracurricular activities, including
sports, arts, music, dance, and community service, enabling
students to explore their passions and develop well-rounded
personalities. These schools understand the signiﬁcance of
instilling values, character, and leadership qualities in their
students, preparing them to become responsible global
citizens.
The most promising schools in India in 2023 are not only
focused on academic achievement but also on preparing
students for the challenges and opportunities of the future.
They prioritize critical thinking, communication,
collaboration, and adaptability skills, which are vital in a
rapidly changing world. CIOLOOK INDIA’s brand new
edition of India’s Most Promising Schools to Watch -
2023 focuses on schools setting new benchmarks in
education.
They are embracing innovative practices, leveraging
technology, and nurturing the holistic development of their
students. These schools serve as guiding lights of
inspiration, paving the way for a brighter future for Indian
education.
While reading the following pages, you will ﬁnd two
immersive articles crafted by our in-house editorial team.
Have an enchanting read ahead!
Kedar Borgaonkar,
Managing Editor
kedar.borgaonkar@ciolookindia.com
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	9. Brief
Featuring
Mrs Hira Prasad,
Principal
Birla  High
School-Mukundapur
(BHSM)
Aﬃliated to CBSE, New Delhi, BHSM is an initiative of
Vidya Mandir Society which runs reputed institutions such
as Birla High School, Sushila Birla Girls' School and
J.D.Birla Institute.
Suhrud Neurgaonkar,
Director
MIT School of
Distance Education
MITSDE is an integral constituent of MAEER's MIT Pune,
established in the year 2008 and among the ﬁrst in
professional education oﬀering academic programs at more
than 72 institutions and four universities across India.
Devidutta Kanungo,
CEO
Radcliﬀe Group
of Schools
Dr Grace Pinto,
Managing Director
Ryan International
Group of Institutions
Ryan Group is among the Top 10 International Schools in
India, providing state-of-the-art facilities and dedicated
educators for all its students.
Abhimanyu Basu,
Dean and CEO
Dhirubhai Ambani
International School
Dhirubhai Ambani International School is a K-12 co-
educational International Day School established in 2003,
with a view to oﬀering world-class educational opportunities
in the city of Mumbai.
Radcliﬀe has a legacy of more than a decade of providing
quality education at an aﬀordable price in a safe and secure
environment to the society.
School
India's Most
Promising
Schools
to Watch-2023
 


	10. Ryan Group of  Schools
have been ranked among the
Top Schools of India by
Education World
Magazine, Brainfeed,
Times School and
Hindustan Times.
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	12. hat does the  most promising school do for the
Wyoung learners? The most promising school
makes every eﬀort to provide a holistically
vibrant educational ecosystem to the budding minds to help
them explore themselves and become independent,
compassionate, and global citizen leaders of tomorrow.
Ryan International Group of Institutions, India’s leading
K-12 chain of schools is totally committed, dedicated, and
devoted to nurture lifelong learners.
Preparing Tomorrows Leaders, Today
Dr Grace Pinto, Managing Director, Ryan International
Group of Institutions, says, “We’re a group of schools
dedicated to encouraging students to realise their full
potential by helping them explore beyond boundaries. We
teach our children to think, explore, and learn with joy. Our
ﬁrst school in Mumbai was started in 1976, and since then,
Ryan International Group has grown and branched over 43
years. Our core interests have since then developed but
have remained in the sphere of quality education, commit-
ment to excellence and shaping the future.”
Ryan Group of Institutions was established by the visionary
educationist Dr A. F. Pinto, Chairman, with a vision to
spread quality education across India. The Group is
considered one of India’s largest privately owned groups of
schools oﬀering K-12 curriculum through state, national
and international boards. It has 18,000 faculty members in
schools across 18 states and 40 cities. Over 20,000 children
pass through Ryan Group schools yearly.
With the motto, “Excellence in Education and All Round
Development” the Ryan Group is focused on delivering
holistic education through integrating academics and co-
curricular activities, as well as oﬀering learning opportuni-
ties beyond the classroom.
An Endless Journey of Learning
All Round Development and growth are embedded in the
Ryan Group learning process. Right from the inception,
their constant eﬀort has been to reinvent themselves
consistently, nurture inspiring educators, leverage technol-
ogy and develop ecosystems to enable our students to
become conﬁdent global citizen leaders. This is achieved by
providing a challenging learning environment that fosters
the intellectual, emotional, physical, social and spiritual
growth of every child to nurture them to become global and
humane, and that’s what sets us apart from the rest.
The Ryan Group believes in nurturing lifelong learners and
that education should be experiential and immersive in arts,
culture and international relations. Madam Grace Pinto has
worked with her team to pioneer several national and
international events to develop diﬀerent life skills among
students.
International Theatre Festival (ITF): The Ryan Group
was the ﬁrst in the country to organize the ITF, which has
become the largest ﬂagship event in India for school
children over the past two decades. Over 12,000 partici-
pants from over 30 countries gather annually on one
platform to learn about diﬀerent cultures from around the
world, develop friendships beyond boundaries and foster
international mindedness.
Indian Model United Nations (INMUN): INMUN is
India’s longest-running student-run simulation of the United
Nations, initiated by the Ryan Group of Institutions that
started in 2001. INMUN allows students to play the role of
diplomats representing various UN member nations,
addressing speciﬁc issues of current interest through debate
and negotiation and attempting to resolve regional and
international problems. Every year 1000+ participants from
over 90 schools across Asia-Paciﬁc over the past two
decades embraced the spirit of the UN charter and learned
the art of diplomacy, public speaking, lobbying, and crisis
response.
The World Scholar’s Cup (WSC): Spread across 34
countries, this prestigious event was ﬁrst brought to India
by the Ryan Group. This international event strives to raise
the bar in group debate, collaborative writing, and general
knowledge of literature, science, biotechnology, art, music,
and history. WSC hosted its largest-ever Regional Round in
Mumbai in 2013, with more than 1,400 delegates in
attendance.
International Cultural Exchange (ICE): This program
fosters a greater understanding of arts, culture, and global
perspective among institutions in the United States, Italy,
Switzerland, Australia, Germany, Eastern Europe, and the
United Kingdom. Over the past four decades, Ryanites has
participated in various educational and cultural exchange
programs in over 60 countries. Furthermore, their students
are allowed to participate in a special workshop at NASA
(USA) each year as part of the educational program.
Ryan TV – A Media Initiative: Ryan Group is the ﬁrst to
introduce students to Media Studies and Film Making, the
concept of Education through the Lens. They have a full-
 


	13. ﬂedged team of  media and social broadcasters who mentor
media-savvy students. A series of short ad ﬁlms are
screened at the annual IAFA (Iceplex Ad Film Awards) by
Ryan TV, allowing students to demonstrate their talents.
Through its "Young Jourknows" and "BBN - Beyond
Breaking News" programs, Ryan TV has grown tremen-
dously successful. Being the only school in India with an
in-house media studio gives the Ryan Group immense
pride.
Sports: Dr A. F. Pinto says, “To raise sports persons at the
national and international level, we must start right from an
early age. Integrating sports culture in school not only
develops physically ﬁt youth but also ensures the emotional
wellbeing of every child.” The Ryan Sports Club prides
itself on providing its students with a world-class platform
for practising and taking part in multiple sports at many
diﬀerent levels and has teamed up with the best in the
industry to provide them with top-notch training.
We’re a group of schools
dedicated to encouraging
students to realise their
full potential by helping
them explore beyond
boundaries.
 


	14. They have had  students reach District, State, National, and
International levels, notching up some impressive achieve-
ments. Many include Arjuna Awardee Chirag Shetty,
International Tennis player Karman Thandi, National
Level Badminton player SimranSinghi, Mountaineer
Arjun Vajpai, Professional Alpine Ski Racer Jiah Aryan,
and Professional Footballers Rahul Beke and Nikhil
Prabhu, as well as a Table Tennis Player, Arnav
Karnavar.
Global Collaboration: The Ryan Group has collaborated
with globally renowned organizations to enable thousands
of students from state, national, and international boards to
access higher education and get scholarship opportunities in
reputed universities in India and around the globe. The
Group has successfully partnered with PennHub (The
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania) and associated with the
College Board to serve students and facilitate them to
pursue and further their learning journey.
Nurturing Socially Responsible Citizens: To generate
awareness among the students and help them develop a
selﬂess attitude, the Ryan Group of Schools strongly
emphasize activities aimed at advancing the welfare of
society as a whole. Activities such as cleanliness drives,
rehabilitation and relief work, health awareness, and elderly
care are regular events on the school calendar. As an
environmentalist, she believes in spreading eco-awareness
and undertakes cleanliness and tree plantation drives across
all her schools.
Pragmatic Knowledge Transition
Ryan Group’s approach is to provide a hands-on learning
experience to our children. While they work on providing
good amenities, their focus is to provide our children with
experiential learning opportunities, developing upon 21st
Century Skills of Critical thinking, Creativity, Collabora-
tion, Communication, Entrepreneurship, and Leadership
Skills. “We believe that practical knowledge and experience
of these skills will help students in the smooth transition
into higher education to pursue their interests and develop
their talents,” says Madam Grace Pinto.
While women in various sectors have made a diﬀerence in
the education ﬁeld, Dr Grace Pinto has made a phenome-
nal diﬀerence in touching the lives of children by providing
quality education in India. As a leader and example to
others in her ﬁeld, she stands tall, donning multiple roles
with practised ease. Passionate about teaching, she took a
keen interest in children’s development and commenced her
journey as a teacher in Mumbai.
Along with her husband, a visionary, Dr A F Pinto,
Chairman of Ryan Group, she began her mission of
making education accessible and aﬀordable to the children
of our country as the Managing Director of the Group. As a
leader with clear foresight, she provides overall strategic
direction to the Ryan Group. She has nurtured a team of
dedicated educators who consistently make eﬀorts to ensure
that education at Ryan is relevant, engaging and meaning-
ful. For her noteworthy contribution, today, she is a force to
reckon with in the country's highly competitive and
challenging segment of education. Her contribution to the
education and social service segment has been recognized
with innumerable national and international awards,
honours and recognitions. Recently she was bestowed upon
“Women Leadership Award in Education 2023 by Eco-
nomic Times, Lifetime Achievement Award 2022 by H. E.
Mr. Prithvirajsing Roopun, GCSK, President of the
Republic of Mauritius at Mauritius and Her Power Award
2022 by the Brand Story. She humbly attributes all her
success to Lord Jesus Christ.
A Purposefully Enjoyable Experience
Understanding the need of the time, the ﬁrst school was
started with 36 children in the mid-70s. In establishing
India’s premier education group and matching it with global
standards, the Ryan Group also had its share of challenges.
It involved opening branches across the country and
establishing consistency, standards and practices. However,
along with her team, Madam Grace Pinto provided the
required strategic direction in expanding Group's reach
across India.
Madam Grace Pinto says, “As the demand kept increasing,
in the initial years, we opened several state board curricu-
lum schools in Mumbai, Navi Mumbai, Nashik and
Aurangabad and later began our venture into other
national board curriculum schools across the country and
then progressed to providing international curriculum as
well.”
She adds, “We are also grateful for the people God has
blessed us with – the stakeholders, our dear students, the
staﬀ, our parent community and all our well-wishers who
continue to support us to make education a meaningful and
enjoyable experience.”
Despite various challenges, the Ryan Group has success-
fully taken quality education even in towns such as
Shahjahanpur and Raebareli in U.P, Jalna in Maharashtra,
 


	15. Bolpur in Kolkata  and Durg-Dhamtari in Chattisgarh,
yielding encouraging results.
Fostering Minds
When asked how they help students prepare for their
careers in diﬀerent industries and what kind of special
facilities and initiatives they have launched for the same,
Madam Grace Pinto says that while academics have an
essential role, the holistic development of the child is
equally important.
She elaborates: Leadership development, enhancement of
communication and listening skills, teamwork and interper-
sonal skills are all well embedded in our education system
and are achieved through the day-to-day activities, both
academic and extra-curricular, through experiential and
project-based learning.
In alignment with the
organizational vision and
mission and the New
National Education Policy,
we will continue providing
holistic development.
 


	16. We have pioneered  several national and international
events, a regular ﬁxture on our school calendar that fosters
these skills among children and helps them become
conﬁdent, well-equipped, lifelong learners and responsible
citizens. The NEP 2020 also resonates with our endeavours
of developing life skills, creativity and critical thinking.
Through Sports, Academics, Media studies, environmental
awareness, theatre, art, leadership skills, international
exchange programmes with countries across the globe, and
collaboration with foreign universities, we have provided
opportunities to our students to discover their talents,
nurture them and aspire to achieve their desired goal in life.
Higher education allows students to evolve in their interests
and aspirations, and through our activities, we provide a
platform on which they can further build on their interests.
We have a legacy of four decades to share and boast of our
proud alums making commendable contributions in diverse
ﬁelds such as IT, Banking, Medicine, Sports, Mass Media
and Journalism, Engineering and so forth globally. Also, the
group has been recognized innumerable times for its
commendable contribution to education and social service.
Imbibing Timeless Wisdom
In her advice to budding professionals aspiring to venture
into the education sector, Madam Grace Pinto says that with
the largest young population in the world, there is a
growing demand in India for more educational institutions
that can meet the country’s changing demographic needs.
“Rapid changes are taking place in the education sector,
and it’s becoming increasingly important to innovate and be
creative and progressive in our approach.” A huge respon-
sibility is to enhance life skills and nurture mindfulness by
preparing the present generation for a rapidly increasingly
complex world. “Those attempting to enter this segment
must focus on relevant curricula and methodology to
provide accessible, quality education to our nation's
children.” They have a massive responsibility to empower
individuals and generations to come.
 


	17. On envisioning of  scaling of her institution’s operations and
oﬀerings in the future, she reveals that in alignment with
the overall organizational vision and mission and the New
National Education Policy, they will continue to provide
holistic development, which includes vocational skill
training and development by leveraging technology to reach
the remotest parts of this country and ensure that every
child becomes a lifelong learner and a global citizen.
“Our numerous awards and recognitions are a testament to
our marvellous achievements,” she concludes.
Recent List of Awards and Recognitions
Ÿ Ryan Group of Institutions Awarded Navabharat CSR
Award, 2023, for Child Education and Upliftment.
Ÿ Brainfeed Excellence Awards 2022 - Nineteen Schools
of Ryan International Group received the Brainfeed
Awards at the 9th Brainfeed National Conference at
Hyderabad on 6th April 2022.
Ÿ Times Education Icons Awards 2022 for emerging,
national and international curricula.
Ÿ Excellence in K12 Chains of Schools in India - at the
Radio City Business Titans Awards in Dubai, August
2022.
Ÿ Samson Daniel Award by Helpage India – for the
immense contribution towards older people of our
society.
Ÿ Dr Grace Pinto Receives Lifetime Achievement
Award - The Award was presented by H.E. Mr
Prithvirajsing Roopun, GCSK, President of the
Republic of Mauritius.
Ÿ Most Innovative K-12 Education Brand by Global
Brands Magazine.
Ÿ Most Respected Education Brand 2022 by Mid-day.
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	19. n the new  normal times, traditional education models
Iare being challenged in an increasingly interconnected
and rapidly evolving world. Today, educators recog-
nize the need to equip students with more than theoretical
knowledge. They must prepare them to become future
global leaders who can navigate complex challenges, think
critically, collaborate eﬀectively, and adapt to a dynamic
and interconnected world.
To achieve this, modern learning methodologies have
emerged as transformative approaches that aim to foster the
development of well-rounded individuals who can thrive in
the global landscape.
Personalized Learning:
One of the key pillars of current learning pedagogies is
personalized learning. Recognizing that each student has
unique learning needs, interests, and strengths, personalized
learning tailors education to the individual. This approach
enables students to take ownership of their learning, set
goals, and engage in self-paced and self-directed learning
experiences. By accommodating diverse learning styles,
personalized learning fosters a deeper understanding of
concepts and enhances overall academic performance.
Moreover, it empowers students to develop critical
thinking, problem-solving, and decision-making skills
crucial for future leadership roles.
Project-Based Learning:
Project-based learning (PBL) has become an eﬀective
pedagogy for nurturing future global leaders. Instead of rote
memorization and passive learning, PBL engages students
in real-world problem-solving. Students work collabor-
atively on projects that require them to research, analyze
information, and apply their knowledge to ﬁnd innovative
solutions. Through PBL, students develop critical skills
such as teamwork, communication, creativity, and adapt-
ability, which are essential for leadership in the global
arena. PBL also encourages students to develop a deep
sense of empathy, cultural understanding, and global
citizenship.
Experiential Learning:
Experiential learning focuses on hands-on experiences that
go beyond the conﬁnes of the classroom. By actively
engaging students in real-life situations, this pedagogy
facilitates the application of theoretical knowledge in
practical contexts. Experiential learning often involves ﬁeld
trips, internships, simulations, and immersive learning
experiences. These opportunities enable students to develop
a broader perspective, adaptability, and problem-solving
skills while building conﬁdence and enhancing their
leadership abilities. Through experiential learning, students
deeply understand global issues, cultural diversity, and the
importance of sustainable development.
Technology-Enabled Learning:
Technology has revolutionized education, and its integra-
tion into new-age learning pedagogies has opened up vast
possibilities. From online collaboration tools to virtual
reality and artiﬁcial intelligence, technology enables
interactive and immersive learning experiences. It facili-
tates global connectivity, breaking down geographical
barriers and allowing the students to collaborate with peers
from diﬀerent cultures and backgrounds. Technology also
equips students with digital literacy skills and exposes them
to innovative solutions that can address global challenges.
By embracing technology-enabled learning, students
develop the technological ﬂuency and digital mindset
required for leadership in the digital age.
Global Citizenship Education:
Today's learning pedagogies emphasize the importance of
global citizenship education. By incorporating international
perspectives, fostering cultural competence, and promoting
social responsibility, these pedagogies empower students to
become active global citizens. It includes raising awareness
about global issues, promoting sustainable development,
and encouraging students to take action to create positive
change in their communities and beyond.
Ethical Leadership and Values:
Contemporary learning pedagogies prioritize the develop-
ment of ethical leadership and values among students.
These pedagogies emphasize the importance of integrity,
ethical decision-making, and social responsibility. By
integrating ethical discussions, moral reasoning, and
character education into the curriculum, educators instil in
students a strong sense of ethics and the importance of
responsible leadership. These values-based approaches
cultivate leaders who prioritize ethical considerations,
demonstrate empathy, and contribute positively to society.
Social and Emotional Learning:
To create future global leaders, present learning pedagogies
prioritize the development of social and emotional skills.
Educated Tomorrow
www.ciolookindia.com June | 2023
(17)
 


	20. These pedagogies foster  students' self-awareness, empathy,
resilience, and emotional intelligence. By providing
opportunities for reﬂection, mindfulness practices, and
social-emotional skill-building activities, educators equip
students with the interpersonal and intrapersonal skills
necessary to navigate diverse cultural contexts and lead
with compassion.
Entrepreneurship and Innovation:
Novel era's learning pedagogies recognize the importance
of nurturing an entrepreneurial mindset and fostering
innovation. These pedagogies encourage students to think
creatively, take risks, and develop an entrepreneurial spirit.
By providing opportunities for problem-solving, design
thinking, and entrepreneurship education, students develop
the skills to identify and seize opportunities, adapt to
change, and drive innovation in a global context.
Summing up, it is very heartening to see that modern
learning pedagogies have ushered in a paradigm shift in
education, aiming to create future global leaders with
diverse skills and competencies. By embracing personalized
learning, project-based learning, experiential learning, and
technology-enabled learning, educators are fostering the
development of well-rounded individuals who can thrive in
an interconnected and rapidly changing world.
These pedagogies equip students with academic knowledge
and cultivate critical thinking, collaboration, adaptability,
empathy, and a global mindset. With the integration of these
pedagogies, education becomes a transformative force in
creating a generation of future global leaders who are
prepared to tackle complex global challenges and shape a
better world.
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	22. Impar ng Value-Based  Educa on Freeing the Mind
O
n visualizing an ideally perfect school, only Birla
High School-Mukundapur (BHMS) comes to
mind. Because it oﬀers futuristic education with
the help of modern teaching methodology and state-of-the-
art infrastructure.
According to BHMS's Principal, Mrs Hira Prasad, its
vision is "Freeing the mind." The school's mission is "To
impart value-based education that will help create free-
thinking individuals who will combine service with
excellence."
The school's ethos reﬂects the rich legacy of its culture and
helps nurture global citizens to be leaders in an increasingly
changing world. Quest for excellence at every level is what
they teach their pupils to strive for from an early age.
"Our children are our strength and inspiration. Each is a
fountainhead of potential, which we recognize and respect.
We have always aspired to provide learning in an
environment that stimulates intellectual growth and ensures
robust moral ediﬁcation. We encourage our children to turn
their ideas and passions into something original and
valuable. We believe that a curriculum of excellence with a
global dimension is central to children's education, and this
will equip them to face the challenges of the 21st century
with conﬁdence and strength of character. It must also be
acknowledged that we are a school with a mind, a heart
and a soul, which is intrinsically Indian. Deeply ensconced
in the tradition of the land, we take pride in remaining
rooted in our cultural identity while imparting an
educational experience that is world-class in every respect
and which prepares children for global citizenship. As we
take ﬁrm strides into the future, our lifelong aim will be to
produce leaders who will not only be trailblazers in their
chosen ﬁeld but also have the courage to be instruments of
change."
She furthers that their Signature Statement is
Inspired by Excellence and Driven by Technology
She adds, "We believe in Nurturing Excellence. Our Theme
for this year is "Inspire, Innovate, Illuminate."
Their special oﬀering starts from the pre-primary level,
where the students wear coloured clothes and come to
school. No uniforms and no books for these pre-primary
students. The pedagogy is a play-way method supplemented
with discovery learning where the students learn while
playing. Sprawling classrooms with ﬂoors having tiles
depicting basic geometric shapes which enable a learner to
understand concepts of numeracy easily.
Well-lit, spacious, colourful, air-conditioned classrooms
with attached child-friendly washrooms. Classrooms are
furnished with aesthetically and ergonomically designed
furniture, which promotes group learning and brings all the
students close to the teacher. All classrooms have
interactive smart boards having the latest technology
wherein the entire day's activity can be recorded and sent to
the parents of absentees.
Putting maths facts on the stair treads has helped the school
take a big 'step' to make learning math easier and more
visual for students since they will see the equations right at
their feet every day. This unusual place will make math
facts more exciting than on a wall or any other location.
Each class has reading islands in the form of a bus, hut, and
a bench well stocked with story books. It will inculcate the
fast-deteriorating habit of reading which will widen the
horizon of the pupils.
Seeing the values daily while walking to and fro the
corridor and climbing up and down the stairs will enable the
students to connect with the values, and gradually, they will
imbibe them.
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	23. The school's mission
is  'To impart value-based
educa on that will help
create free thinking individuals
who will combine service
with excellence.
The wide ramp, which traverses right up to the top ﬂoor, is
an added attraction of the school. The display on the ﬁrst
landing depicting underwater marine life will take the
students on a virtual scuba diving tour. It will enable them
to understand marine life's importance, arousing awareness
of saving water and preventing pollution. The display on
the second landing depicting the solar system will deport
the students to space to understand the importance of the
planet Earth.
BHSM's library is well stocked with books the children
enjoy reading. "We have a storytelling tree and reading
islands, and children love the cosy ambience of the library.
We also have computers to motivate the pupils to research
and empower themselves."
The School's grounds and play area oﬀer many sporting
facilities like football, volleyball, basketball, badminton,
table tennis and cricket.
Its common rooms, both for boys and girls, have facilities
for indoor games like chess, Carom, Chinese checkers, and
Ludo.
The amphitheatre and state-of-the-art Audio visual room
facilitate staging several events and cultural programs.
The state-of-the-art laboratories for Mathematics, IT,
Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Composite Lab, and Research
Lab provide ample scope for experiential learning, which is
the need of the hour.
Including the Financial Literacy and Master Coding
program makes learning fun and engaging for students,
which helps them to stand out from the other schools in the
city.
Thus within a span of ﬁve years, BHSM has carved a
special place in the education arena of the city and emerged
triumphant by bagging the
Best Upcoming School of the Year
organized by Gurukul Awards.
The following programs launched in 2022-23 will depict
the immersive beneﬁts of education and value additions
oﬀered by BHSM to its students—
Daan Utsav: The Daan Utsav or Joy of Giving Week is an
initiative to put a smile on someone's face and spread
warmth in their lives. The students contributed dry food like
Dalia Sattu, Tea packets, biscuits, blankets and stationery
this year. The items were divided and given to NGOs,
namely My Abhilasha, Sun NGO, CMIG for the elderly and
to school's in-house workers. The Daan Utsav was
celebrated over three days.
Mrs Hira Prasad
Principal
Birla High School-
Mukundapur (BHSM)
India's Most Promising Schools to Watch - 2023
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	24. *My Abhilasha -  On 22.9.22, students gave away cartons
of Sattu, Dahlia, notebooks and stationery to the NGO, My
Abhilasha. This NGO, which helps slum children, has three
settlements. One is in Tiljala Shed, which has
approximately 51 students between the age group of 10 to
15 years second is the Park Circus School which has around
30 students between 6 to 12 years of age, and the third is a
juvenile home in Jumai Naskarhat, near Lakshmikantapur
with 72 inmates between the ages of 6 to 18 years. On the
scheduled date, the representative of My Abilasha, Ms
Karmakar, mother of Arahadita Karmakar of Class I B,
along with three children,
came to Birla High School Mukundapur campus. Our
students were very excited to meet and greet their new
friends from Tiljala Shed. The students then took their
friends to the Cafeteria, served them some refreshments,
and enjoyed an informal chat. The cartons of goodies were
given away with the hope that the festive time would bring
much joy to them.
*Giving Back to Mother Earth – On 22.9.22, Mrs Singha
Roy, mother of Rakshit S. Roy of Class IV A, gave away
some saplings and plants to the school garden to help the
school further the initiative of a green school. The students
planted the saplings and added the plants to the beautiful
school garden. They relearned the lesson of giving back to
Mother Earth by keeping it clean and green.
*CMIG- Rehabilitation for the elderly 23.9.22: On 23rd
September 2022, the student council of Birla High School
Mukundapur visited an old age home CMIG to celebrate
the Joy of Giving Week. Blankets, Dalia, biscuits, and tea
packets were donated. The senior citizens were very happy
to see the students. Stories about their lives and how they
missed their family were shared. Some even pointed out
that some students reminded them of their grandchildren.
The students danced and sang for older people to create a
festive ambience. The elderly, too, recited poems, sang
melodious songs, and, most importantly, laughed and
giggled, forgetting all about their woes. Their enthusiastic
participation was heart-warming to witness. It taught the
students that even in adverse situations, life can be made
beautiful.
*Sun Foundation 23.9.22 This NGO caters to tribal and
under children from places like Sarsuna, Majherhat station
and Shibrampur Underprivileged and Tribal Children. The
school has been attached to them since 2019. This year,
their representative, Ms Dolly Das and three children
visited our school. Over snacks and juice, the students
interacted with each other, sharing anecdotes about each
other's lives. The NGO was given dalia and sattu packets
along with blankets and stationery. We were grateful that
we could make the children smile.
*In-House Workers 23.9.22 The students wanted to thank
the in-house workers for working day and night to complete
the construction of our school building. So packets of Sattu,
tea and biscuits were given to each of them.
www.ciolookindia.com June | 2023
(22)
 


	25. *Soles for Souls  WICCI (West Bengal Sports and
Recreation Council) 26.9.22 The students gave the
underprivileged their gently used and wearable old sneakers
and shoes. Cartons of shoes and sneakers in good condition
were delivered to the organization by the student council
and our teachers.
The Joy of Giving or Daan Utsav helps students learn the
lesson of sharing and the valuable lesson of gratitude for
their privileges and fortunes. They realise that the festivities
can never be complete without spreading joy and happiness,
especially among the less fortunate. Small initiatives can
teach life's valuable lessons indeed.
Vinisha: On Friday, 22nd April 2022, an event based on
Earth Day was organized by a joint venture initiative of
Vinisha, an NGO that works for the environment and
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, which runs educational
institutions at Uttam Manch. Around 150 students from
seven institutions attended the program. Mrs Sujata Ghosh,
the eminent environmentalist, addressed the students to
become crusaders to save the Earth. The students
inaugurated the event through a seed-sowing ceremony
presided upon by Mr Ramesh Chandran, founder of
Vinisha. Students were divided into two groups for a debate
on "Plastic cannot be eliminated from our lives",
moderated by the renowned radio jockey RJ Arvind.
The representatives from the school, both from Class VIII,
raised pertinent points in the debate. It was followed by a
two-minute video presentation on the topic "Avoidable
plastics in our day-to-day life." BHSM's representatives put
forth the adverse eﬀects of micro-plastic in the water, which
June | 2023
 


	26. harms marine life,  which was appreciated, applauded and
featured in the newspaper coverage. This program also
initiated the planting of coriander seeds to facilitate the Go
Green Project. The students distributed almost 5000 packets
of coriander seeds to everyone who visited the campus.
Switch On Foundation, under the aegis of 'Clean Air
Championship Program 2022- 23,' organized a seminar
entitled "What makes Breathing in Kolkata Injurious to
Health?" at Bengal Chambers on Saturday, 23rd April 2022.
Prerna Baul of Class IX attended the program. The
organizers of this foundation installed an Air Veda Air
Quality monitor in our school premises on 29th April 2022,
enabling the students to monitor the air quality around our
school. It will be an excellent opportunity to engage the
students in activities like data interpretation and analysis.
Connecting Classrooms was launched last year to share
the celebrations of Regional New Year amongst several
Pan-Indian and Overseas schools like Birla Public School,
Ganganagar, Birla Sishu Vihar, Pilani, Sarala Birla Gyan
Jyoti- Assam, QL School, Poland, English Waves, Escuela
De Ingles, Argentina, Birla High School-Mukundapur. At
the end of the programme, students become aware of the
diverse culture of diﬀerent states in India, Argentina and
Poland. They presented songs and dances associated with
the ceremony. They talked about the history behind the
celebration and the food eaten during the festival. Students
of BHSM gave a Math thematic lesson based on the
Bengali New Year and ran a novelty race following one of
the customs of the Bengali New Year. Students from QL
School, Poland, could not participate in the live program,
but they sent greetings through voice messages and
photographs of the celebration. Students from Argentina
sent a video portraying the new year celebration in their
country. Students of Pilani highlighted Gangaur, that of
Ganganagar focussed on Baisakhi, and the students of
Assam depicted Bihu. It was a live example of Incredible
India.
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	29. n the digital  era, which is becoming virtual, technology
Ihas become an integral part of our lives, transforming
how we communicate, work, and learn. The ﬁeld of
education is no exception, as technology has revolutionized
traditional teaching methods and opened up new possibili-
ties for learners.
The tech transformation of modern education has tran-
scended the boundaries of conventional classrooms,
empowering students and educators alike to explore,
engage, and excel in a world of endless knowledge and
possibilities stemming from the phygital and extended
reality environments. Let’s see how technology is revamp-
ing education for the betterment of our times.
*Access to Information and Resources
Technology has democratized access to information and
resources, making education more inclusive and equitable.
With a few clicks, students can access various educational
content, including e-books, online courses, interactive
videos, and academic databases. This unlimited access to
information empowers students to explore subjects beyond
the conﬁnes of textbooks and engage in self-directed
learning. Furthermore, technology has bridged geographical
barriers, allowing students from remote areas to access
quality education and connect with experts and peers
around the globe.
*Interactive and Personalized Learning
Technology has revolutionized the learning experience by
oﬀering interactive and personalized learning opportunities.
With the advent of educational apps, learning management
systems, and adaptive learning platforms, students can
engage with content in dynamic and immersive ways.
These tools adapt to individual learning styles, paces, and
preferences, delivering customized learning experiences.
Through gamiﬁcation, simulations, and virtual reality,
technology creates engaging and interactive environments
that promote active learning, critical thinking, and problem-
solving skills. Students can explore complex concepts,
experiment with ideas, and receive immediate feedback,
fostering a deeper understanding of the subject matter.
*Collaborative Learning and Global Connections
Technology has fostered collaborative learning and
facilitated global connections among students. Online
platforms, discussion forums, and video conferencing tools
Virtual EdTech
enable students to collaborate on projects, exchange ideas,
and engage in peer-to-peer learning. This collaborative
approach nurtures teamwork, communication, and cross-
cultural understanding, preparing students for the global-
ized workforce. Additionally, technology enables virtual
and cultural exchanges, allowing students to connect with
their peers from diﬀerent countries and cultures, broadening
their perspectives and promoting a sense of global citizen-
ship.
*Analyzing and Harnessing Big Data
The tech transformation of modern education has also
enabled the collection and analysis of vast amounts of data.
Learning analytics and big data tools provide insights into
students' learning patterns, strengths, and areas for improve-
ment. Educators can use this data to personalize instruction,
identify intervention strategies, and measure learning
outcomes. Data-driven decision-making enhances the
eﬃcacy of teaching methods, curriculum design, and
educational policies, leading to continuous improvement in
the learning process.
*Lifelong Learning and Skill Development
Technology has redeﬁned the concept of education by
emphasizing lifelong learning and skill development.
Continuous upskilling and reskilling have become essential
with rapidly evolving industries and emerging technologies.
Online platforms, microlearning modules, and digital
credentials oﬀer ﬂexible and accessible opportunities for
individuals to acquire new skills and competencies.
Through online certiﬁcations, coding boot camps, and
virtual mentorship programs, technology enables individu-
als to stay relevant in a rapidly changing job market,
fostering a culture of lifelong learning and adaptability.
*Blended Learning and Flipped Classrooms
The tech transformation of modern education has popular-
ized blended learning models, combining traditional
classroom instruction with online learning components.
Blended learning allows for a more ﬂexible and personal-
ized learning experience, as students can access online
resources, lectures, and assignments outside the classroom.
This approach also enables the implementation of ﬂipped
classrooms, where students engage with instructional
content at home and utilize classroom time for discussions,
collaboration, and hands-on activities.
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	30. *Artiﬁcial Intelligence and  Adaptive Learning
Artiﬁcial Intelligence (AI) has signiﬁcantly contributed to
modern education by enabling adaptive learning systems.
AI algorithms analyze student performance data and
provide personalized recommendations, adaptive assess-
ments, and tailored learning paths. Adaptive learning
systems adjust the pace, diﬃculty, and content of
instruction based on individual student needs, optimizing
learning outcomes and addressing knowledge gaps. AI-
powered virtual tutors and chatbots oﬀer personalized
support, enhancing student engagement and comprehen-
sion.
*Online Collaborative Tools and Remote Learning
The COVID-19 pandemic accelerated the adoption of
remote learning, highlighting the importance of online
collaborative tools. Video conferencing platforms, digital
whiteboards, and shared document editing tools enable
seamless communication and collaboration among students
and educators, regardless of physical location. Remote
learning allows for greater ﬂexibility, access to a diverse
range of resources, and the opportunity for students to
develop digital literacy skills necessary for future success in
the digital age.
The tech transformation of modern education has tran-
scended traditional boundaries, empowering learners to
explore, engage, and excel in an interconnected world.
Technology has revolutionised the learning landscape by
providing access to information, personalized learning
experiences, collaborative platforms, and data-driven
insights.
It has enabled students to actively participate in their
learning journey actively, fostering critical thinking,
creativity, collaboration, and adaptability. As technology
advances, the possibilities for transforming education are
limitless, paving the way for a future where education
transcends minds and empowers individuals to thrive in a
knowledge-driven society.
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	33. he present is  the synergy of the past and future.
TLiving in the present, we must learn from our past
while continuing the positive conventional wisdom
to propel ourselves with a futuristic mindset into the
tomorrow.
That is how Radcliﬀe Group of Schools are guiding their
pupils to the destination of success by inculcating in them
the greatest qualities of yesterday and bestowing on them
the traits of a modern outlook.
In Devidutta Kanungo, the CEO’s words, “Propelled by
our educational philosophy seeped in the best of traditions
and modernisation, we are unleashing a generation who
will question the status quo and bring a positive change in
the world.”
With over two decades of experience as an educationist, Mr
Devidutta has been spearheading an innovative and student-
centric model of teaching-learning.
Before Radcliﬀe, Mr Devidutta led and guided many
educational institutes. He was instrumental in managing and
leading the Oakridge group of schools, which have
consistently been rated among the Top 5 International
Curriculum Schools in India and are one of the largest
groups of IB schools in the country with 7500+ students
under its aegis. He has a vast knowledge of running an
international quality school and is also an IB-certiﬁed
school administrator.
Mr Devidutta has also worked in the role of National Head
-Academic Excellence of Leadschool - India’s ﬁrst B2B
EdTech Unicorn and one of the fastest growing EdTech
companies in India working with Eight lakh+ students,
along with some of the top multinational organizations like
Johnson and Johnson Ltd and Indian School of Business in
leadership positions.
An engineer by training and an alumnus of the prestigious
Indian School of Business, Hyderabad, Mr Devidutta is a
life-long learner passionate about impacting children’s lives
through education.
In an interview with CIOLOOK INDIA, he discussed
Radcliﬀe’s journey and how they are shaping its future
roadmap. The highlights of that exclusive discussion are
given herein.
Best schools today
are equipping
children with the
tools to succeed in
the future.
Sir, please brief our audience about Radcliﬀe Group of
Schools, its USPs, and how you are currently positioned
as one of the promising schools.
As educators, we consistently provide a steady supply of
the nourishment needed to keep the curiosity fed. Fostering
this wide-eyed wonder and quest for new learning in our
children is not about ‘making them curious.' Rather it is
about ‘helping them remain curious.’ We encourage our
students to explore and seek answers for themselves.
Our USPs are:
Ÿ Our educational approach supports experiential learning
and learning beyond classrooms.
Ÿ Our teachers provide a positive environment where each
child feels valued and inspires a lifelong learning
passion.
Ÿ We involve our student’s hearts, minds and bodies in the
learning process by involving them in sports and
extracurricular activities along with the academic
pursuits.
Ÿ Our curriculum includes thought-provoking explana-
tions of concepts catering to learners with multiple
intelligences, activity-based learning that enrich the
learning process.
Ÿ We respect the relationship between a parent and a child
and welcome parents as equal partners in their child’s
education, to jointly inﬂuence a child to live a positive
and fulﬁlling life
www.ciolookindia.com June | 2023
(31)
 


	34. At Radcliﬀe, we  encourage our students to push the
boundaries of current understanding and set benchmarks in
the ﬁeld of education.
Tell us more about your school’s oﬀerings and what
makes it stand out in the cutthroat competition.
We work with a single-minded goal: to ensure our students
have the tools and opportunities to be ready for the evolving
times and be resilient, multi-skilled and future-ready.
We recognize that each child's academic, social and
emotional needs are diﬀerent, and we are creating a future
where each child is equipped to fulﬁl their own vision of
success. Our curriculum acknowledges and celebrates the
uniqueness of every child, guiding them towards ownership
of their path and pace of learning to shape them into
‘thinking citizens of tomorrow.’
Tell us about the immersive beneﬁts oﬀered by your
institution to its students.
•Future Ready Curriculum; •Encourage students to learn by
doing; • Learner-friendly ambience with modern aesthetics;
•Personalised learning methods; •Renowned teaching
leaders; •Ambiance to inculcate the desire to enquire,
explore and experience; •Use of robotics and simulation
tech in our curriculum; •Interactive digital classrooms;
• 12 dedicated co-curricular activities; •Highly qualiﬁed and
experienced sports coaches; and •Pan India Network.
Being an experienced leader, share your opinion on how
adopting modern technologies like AI and ML impacts
today’s education sector and how your school is adapt-
ing to the change.
It’s clear that technology has already changed the way we
learn, and schools all across the world are looking for ways
to increase student engagement and improve educational
outcomes.
Best schools today are equipping children with the tools to
succeed in the future. Schools are creating immersive
learning experiences that make practical studies come to
life. With an environment that encourages exploration,
creativity and collaboration, schools enable children to
unlock their full potential and gain the skills necessary to
thrive in the digital age.
That’s why we have collaborated with renowned education
service providers in India to empower educators, students,
and parents with state-of-the-art technology and knowledge
of coding, robotics and computer science. Through this
collaboration, our teachers and instructors will be trained to
create practical experiences in the classroom to help them
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	35. understand the complexities  of real-world challenges and
develop problem-solving skills accordingly.
Considering the current industry scenario, what
challenges do you face, and how do you drive your
institution to overcome them?
How best to incorporate technology into the classroom is a
contentious challenge today.
Teachers and school staﬀ must shoulder the responsibility
to educate students very eﬃciently with the help of
technology. Having the best teachers is the ﬁrst step to
becoming a top-performing school.
The need of the hour is to raise the status quo of teaching
and develop teaching as a knowledge-based profession,
along with recognizing training programs designed for
advanced teaching expertise. Careful consideration is
required to incorporate technological advancement to
develop critical skills and healthy usage habits and, at the
same, utilize traditional pedagogical techniques eﬀectively.
What would you advise budding professionals aspiring
to venture into the education sector?
Indian education Sector needs an inﬂux of well-trained and
highly motivated professionals to make a substantial
impact. The name of the game in India is 'scalability.’
Youngsters passionate about education in India need to join
hands and ﬁnd scalable solutions that focus not on the top
creamy layer but on the huge bottom of the pyramid.
How do you envision scaling your institution’s opera-
tions and oﬀerings in the future?
Radcliﬀe is looking at spreading across India with its
educational oﬀering. We are investing heavily in technol-
ogy and teacher training that will allow us to scale across
India while maintaining our exemplary educational
quality.
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