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World
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MI OPEN BOOK PROJECT
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Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike CC BY-NC-SA
This  is version 1.1.4 of this resource, released in August 2018.
Information on the latest version and updates are available on the
project homepage: http://textbooks.wmisd.org/dashboard.html
The text of this book is licensed under a Creative Commons
NonCommercial-ShareAlike (CC-BY-NC-SA) license as part of
Michigan’s participation in the national #GoOpen movement.
 


	3. The Michigan Open  Book
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Project Manager: Dave Johnson,
Wexford-Missaukee Intermediate School
District
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Muskegon Area Intermediate School Dis-
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Authors
Tom Hinken, Montague Area Public
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David Soderquist, Three Rivers Public
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Amy Striegle, Hamilton Community
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Lisa Voss, Holland Public Schools
Eric Wrzesinski, Pewamo-Westphalia
About the Authors - Ancient World History
David Soderquist
Three Rivers Public Schools
Three Rivers Middle School
For the Past 11 years David has taught 6-8 grade Social Studies for Three Rivers
Middle School. He serves as Department Head, School Improvement Member and
Social Studies Rep for his area. Over the past few years he has completed his Mas-
ters Degree in Curriculum and Instruction and become a state recognized Instruc-
tional Coach.
Tom Hinken
Montague Area Public Schools
Nellie B Chisholm Middle School
Tom teaches world geography and history at NBC Middle School in Montague. A graduate
of the Defense Language Institute, Tom served as an Arabic Linguist in the U.S Air Force be-
fore receiving both bachelors and masters degrees from Grand Valley State University. He is
currently pursuing Masters in Education Technolofy from MSU. Along with teaching Tom is
also the advisor for the NBC Robotic club and the student leadership organization. When
away from school Tom and his wife Kristin love to travel and spend time outdoors; biking, hik-
Amy Striegle
Hamilton Community Schools
Hamilton Middle School
Amy has been teaching 7th grade Social Studies and Economics at Hamilton Middle
School for 17 years. She has a BA in Geography/ Social Studies and a Masters Degree in
Middle School Education both from Western Michigan University. She is also a PASST as-
sessment participant and the Social Studies Department Chair. When not in the class-
room she enjoys traveling with her husband Dan.
 


	4. Lisa Voss
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Lisa Voss has been teaching at Holland’s East K-7 since 1993 working with students in
grades 5-8. She enjoys teaching adolescents to be global thinkers in her geography and
world studies classes. Teaching in Holland has been fulﬁlling and challenging in so many
ways for Mrs. Voss. She studied education and trained at Michigan State University and
then earned her masters degree at Grand Valley State University. She starting teaching
elementary social studies content and methods to aspiring teachers for Hope College’s
Education Department in 2010. Lisa and her husband Jon have four sons and they live in
Zeeland.
Eric Wrzesinski
Pewamo-Westphalia Community Schools
Pewamo-Westphalia Middle/High School
Eric is a social studies teacher at Pewamo-Westphalia Middle/High School where he
teaches 7th grade world history, 8th grade U.S. history, and AP U.S. History. He also
serves as social studies department head, was a TRIG coach, worked on the schools stra-
tegic plan, and is a member of the school improvement team. He graduated with an un-
dergraduate degree from Central Michigan University and grew up near Lansing, MI. He
currently resides in Portland, MI with his beautiful wife who he enjoys travelling and spend-
ing time with.
Steve Zigray
Concord Community Schools
Concord Middle School
Steve Zigray is a 6th grade teacher. He holds a Bachelor’s Degree from Central
Michigan University and a Masters Degree in K-12 Administration from Eastern
Michigan University. Honors Steve has been awarded are the 2001 Junior Achieve-
ment Educator of the Year and he was nominated for Jackson Magazine’s, Educa-
tor of the year in 2014. He has also coached high school and middle school
sports, worked on various school improvement committees, wrote the 6th grade
Common Assessment tests for Jackson County ISD and is an active member in
the community as well as the PTO. He lives in southeast Jackson County with his
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	5. David Klemm
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Muskegon Area  Intermediate School District
David Klemm is the Social Studies and Special Projects Consultant for the Muskegon Area Interme-
diate School District (MAISD), serving 12 local school districts and numerous charters and private
schools. While spending most of his time with the Social Sciences, he also works with Art, Music,
World Language and Physical Education teachers. He has successfully directed two Teaching
American History grants, coordinated We the People and Project Citizen programs, developed com-
panion materials for the award-winning ﬁlm documenting African-American migration to the Muske-
gon area, “Up from the Bottoms: The Search for the American Dream,” worked with community
development partners including the Michigan Humanities Council’s Prime Time Family Reading Pro-
gram, made numerous state and national presentations and worked with individual schools and
teachers on curriculum, instruction and assessment. Mr. Klemm is a charter member of the Board
of Directors of the Muskegon Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies and currently serves on
the National Council for the Social Studies Board of Directors. Prior to his current position at the
Muskegon Area ISD, Mr. Klemm taught high school U. S. History for 15 years and served 3 years as
David A. Johnson
Project Manager
Michigan Open Book Project
Dave began his career teaching 8th grade United States History in Mesick, Michigan. After
almost a decade in the classroom, he took a job at Wexford-Missaukee Intermediate School
District (WMISD) as an Instructional Consultant for Social Studies. He is shared across 11
ISDs in Northern Michigan that form the Northern Michigan Learning Consortium. He com-
pleted his Masters in Educational Leadership through Central Michigan University in 2011
and is Co-Project Director of the Performance Assessments of Social Studies Thinking
(PASST) Project in addition to his duties as the Project Manager for MI Open Book.
 


	6. Chapter 1
Why do  we study
history?
1. How do we learn about the past?
2. How would you describe temporal thinking? Provide a
scenario or speciﬁc event to illustrate.
3. What steps and tools do historians use to do their job?
4. How do historians know and construct theories,
perspectives, theories, hypotheses, and accounts about the past?
5. ….and use it to support their claims?
6. How do historians collect and analyze evidence?
7. How and why are these historical claims controversial?
 


	7. Section 1
Using A  Digital SS Textbook
QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY
1. How do we learn about the past?
2. How would you describe temporal
thinking? Provide a scenario or speciﬁc
event to illustrate.
3. What steps and tools do historians use to
do their job?
4. How do historians know and construct
theories, perspectives, theories,
hypotheses, and accounts about the past?
5. ….and use it to support their claims?
6. How do historians collect and analyze
evidence?
7. How and why are these historical claims
controversial?
TERMS, PLACES, PEOPLE
widget
The Michigan Open Book Project began in 2014 as part of a grant from the
Michigan Department of Education. Many classrooms were beginning to go
digital, and, in Social Studies in particular, a dusty book on the shelf was the
only resource available.
This book was designed by teachers like your own. People who have taught this
class for years and felt that there was a need for both a digital tool and for
something that was speciﬁc to the great state of Michigan! Because of that, this
“book” is diﬀerent in many diﬀerent ways:
• It is digital. You may be using this book on a Chrome Book, an iPad, a
Windows computer, your phone...the list of possibilities are endless.
• It is kept current. When our teams ﬁnished putting things together, some of the
places we take you may have disappeared. As soon as we discover this, we
take steps to ﬁx it!
• Your teacher can edit it. This represents a resource that a small team of
educators envisioned. Your teacher may want to add things to it, rearrange the
order, or split things up. They’re free to do all of these things.
6
 


	8. Take a moment  to scroll back to the title graphic
for this chapter. What is the inquiry question
you’ll be studying in this ﬁrst chapter?
Using a MI Open Book Resource:
Taking Notes:
In many ways, formatting is very similar to an older print textbook.
The ﬁrst major diﬀerence, however, is that you can write all over
this text! Whether you’re using the Kami plugin on a Chrome
Device, or opening this in Adobe Reader or iBooks, you don’t
have to turn a digital textbook in at the end of the year. You can
use your ﬁnger or mouse (depending on what you’re reading this
on!) to highlight text and take notes!
Try it now! If you’re using a touch-enabled device, tap on this
paragraph and use the highlighting tool to highlight it. Not on a
touch screen device or tablet? Use your mouse to highlight
text! If you’re reading this on a Chrome Book using the Kami
plugin, you can highlight and take notes right here.
Stop and Think
Oftentimes our teacher writers want you to take a moment before
moving on and have you answer a question to focus
teacher wants you to. These “Stop and Think” boxes
your thinking. This year we’re introducing “Stop
and Think” boxes. You’ll recognize the stop sign
logo, and from there you can either take notes in
the blue box (as you just practiced above) or turn
and talk with a partner about your thoughts if your
will appear all throughout the text.
Inquiry Based Questions:
Each chapter is set up around an inquiry question. We consider
these questions to be “Compelling Questions.” That means we
want you to be thinking about this question throughout the
entire chapter. You’ll notice that most of them are open-ended.
By investigating each question over the course of a chapter
you’ll come to a conclusion that you should be able to support
with evidence before moving on to your next inquiry.
Each chapter also includes some smaller questions which usually
have a right/wrong answer. These questions are known as
“Supporting Questions” and are the basis for the sections within
a chapter. That means that these supporting questions are the
content around which the sections in a chapter are about. Each
of these questions is a puzzle piece. As you begin trying to
answer the inquiry question for a chapter, you’ll need to answer
each of these questions to assemble the whole “puzzle.”
7
 


	9. Terms, Places, and  People
Underneath the “Questions to Guide Inquiry” box at the start of
each section is a smaller section called “Terms, Places, and
People.” These are the important vocabulary terms to know, as
well as important places and people who may factor into the
section. This portion of the book is a way for you to keep track of
the words, locations, and people who will make up your study of
a chapter.
Widgets
A widget is a small interactive piece of content that is embedded
into the book. This is another important diﬀerence between a MI
Open Book resource and a traditional textbook. A widget will
always be labeled with the
word “Interactive” as it is
in the picture to the right.
What widgets do depend
on the type of widget it is.
In some cases (like the
green one to the right) it
will take you to a website
where you can experience
a primary source
document ﬁrsthand, do a
piece of interactive content, etc. Some of the widgets are videos.
They’ll take you to places like YouTube, TeacherTube, Vimeo, etc.
Both a browser widget and a video widget usually require that
you have an internet connection to use.
Another type of widget is an interactive that lives in the book
itself. These are mini -programs designed by the teacher writers
and put together by the project teams. These could be quizzes.
They could be an embedded Google Doc. Sometimes they are
analyzing and sorting activities. All of these can be updated
relatively easily should something go wrong.
8
 


	10. Reporting a Problem
We  do have a small team working regularly to update content, but
it is probably a given that at some point you’ll come across a
browser widget that has “gone dead.” We have a stockpile of
additional sites available for many of these, and all you have to do
(if you’re on a Chrome or Windows device) is click on the “Page
not working? Broken link?” link at the bottom of a widget page to
report the problem. In iBooks you can use the same form by
returning here and clicking on the widget below. We’ll get things
ﬁxed as quickly as possible.
Interactive 1.1 Bug Report
There are lots of great features in
your MI Open Book - have fun
exploring them all!
If you’re on an Apple device and
come across a problem, have your
teacher return here and report it!
We’ll get it ﬁxed as quickly as
possible!
9
 


	11. Why Do We  Have To Study Social Studies?
Maybe you are the skeptical student who does not enjoy social studies, so you’ve
probably asked, “Why do we have to study it?” Life is full of questions like this
and many students before you have asked this question (and many more after
you will probably, too!). Let’s see if breaking things down to the simple 5W
questions -- “who, what, when, where, and why” can help us understand why we
study this subject in school..
What is Social Studies? Here’s the most common deﬁnition: social studies is
Section 2
What Is Social Studies?
…the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities to promote civic
competence. Within the school program, social studies provides coordinated,
systematic study drawing upon such disciplines as anthropology, archaeology,
economics, geography, history, law, philosophy, political science, psychology,
religion, and sociology, as well as appropriate content from the humanities,
mathematics, and natural sciences. The primary purpose of social studies is to help
young people make informed and reasoned decisions for the public good as citizens
of a culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world.
QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY
1. How do we learn about the past?
2. How would you describe temporal
thinking? Provide a scenario or speciﬁc
event to illustrate.
3. What steps and tools do historians use to
do their job?
4. How do historians know and construct
theories, perspectives, theories,
hypotheses, and accounts about the past?
5. ….and use it to support their claims?
6. How do historians collect and analyze
evidence?
7. How and why are these historical claims
controversial?
TERMS, PLACES, PEOPLE
Social studies
10
 


	12. So what does  that all mean? In a sense, it means social studies
is a collection of disciplines! Notice the deﬁnition talks about
studying other things like geography, and history. Integrated
means separate things combined together. That’s what we do in
Social Studies.
• In Michigan, Social Studies is deﬁned as the integrated
study of just four of all of those subjects in our oﬃcial deﬁnition
above: civics (which includes law and political science),
economics, geography, and history. Those are the four we
spend the most time on, though you will see in this book other
topics like religion and archeology are talked about as well.
• This is a World History resource. That means our primary focus
will be history, but it’s not social studies until you integrate those
other subjects. Your teacher will guide you along the way, but in
the end, how you think of the
Interactive 1.2 Why Do We
Study What We Do In
world -- your view of things --
will be up to you. Social Studies?
You can read more about the
topics you have studied and will
study in social studies here.
Social Studies in Michigan
Where does Social Studies take place? This question looks
simple enough, but it has two parts. Where does not just apply to
geography, but it impacts something that social scientists like to
call “Expanding Horizons.” Here is how we deﬁne that in
Michigan. You may recall some of those big topics you learned in
past grades.
This concept puts you, the student, in the center as the “me,”
then radiates out to include my school, my neighborhood, my
community, my city, my county, my state, my region, my country,
my continent, my world. How might this look if you drew it in
concentric circles?
11
 


	13. Of course, geography  is a “huge” part of our social studies
classes. Geography is about locations and places, so let’s think
about it like professional geographer Dr. Phil Gersmehl does
when he writes,
“Geography is about understanding the place where we are.
Students (present and future citizens, workers, business leaders,
voters, and elected ofﬁcials) should learn how people can choose
locations and designs for buildings, roads, parks, workplaces,
election districts, and other things in ways that are appropriate in
their environment, fair to neighbors, safe for children, and
satisfying in other ways that matter to them.”
Geography helps us to organize our thinking about the place we
are, and it helps us to understand other places. Few subjects
taught in schools can be truly understood without some
understanding of geography. Think about the setting of a book,
the eﬀects of a storm, or the potential for a snow day in your area.
All of these topics are better understood with geography.
As we study the history of the world, we will need a more global
understanding of “conditions in other places and our connections
with those places. Students (present and future citizens of the
world) should learn about the land, climate, economy, politics,
and culture of other places. That knowledge will help them deal
with an increasingly interconnected and often highly competitive
world.” What better way to be prepared for the challenges you’ll
face than to be armed with logical information and facts.
Social Studies class is also about getting students like you to
think big, to care about the common good, and participate in
public life. You have probably been told that before and thought
about it in terms of your school or community or even your state.
You are a global citizen, too. Our lives have challenges. Some of
them are ours alone, but others are held in common with other
people around the world. Solving these problems will help us and
also our diverse nation and interdependent world.
Who is Social Studies about? There are two answers to that
question, and the most important one is you, the learner. “Who” is
also the people that lived through and were impacted by the
event. The choices people made in the past have an impact on
your life, even if you don’t know it. That impact might not be
completely determined. You can’t change the past, but you often
have choices about how it impacts your life. Getting to know the
people of the past can often help you with decisions. Sometimes
you might feel a real connection with someone from the past; you
“get” them. Other times, you might greatly diﬀer from the people
that you are studying. They all determined the world you live in
today and the choices you will have to make. Understanding this
connection makes things clearer.
And some people ﬁnd it fun! The “who” can also be people like
the archaeologists, historians, researchers, and curious kids that
12
 


	14. enjoy fact-packed historical  books or even historical ﬁction
novels. There might even be students reading this online textbook
right now that ﬁnd Percy Jackson books or The History Channel
entertaining. All sorts of people now and in the past are the ”who”
as we study world history.
Image source: Shutterstock
So, who should study the history of the world? Studying history
gives us some clues about the past. Often humans cannot piece
together all the details, but we can make some reasonable
guesses, yet all the mights and mays are often sprinkled with a
dose of speculation. Throughout elementary social studies
classes, these are some of the “historical ideas” you and your
classmates may have explored. Just like detectives in a
modern-day crime
investigation, we can piece together evidence and try to answer
some puzzling questions like:
When did Social Studies take place? When is the event’s date,
or estimated date. That’s simple enough. But when is also about
the times that an event inﬂuenced, including the present. Events
that happened in ancient times have some comparisons that can
be made to our present world.
Why Study Social Studies?
Why is a really deep word in many historical situations.
Understanding why something happened may be the most
important question to answer for understanding why we need to
study Social Studies, especially History. Money might have
motivated the actions or events, but power over others can be a
big factor as well. Solving a conﬂict peacefully would be a noble
and justiﬁed reason for an action. We have to consider so many
reasons when we investigate a historical question. Consider a
topic like migration: why do people move from one place to
another? People are drawn to a new land or driven away from an
area for many reasons. These reasons are called push and pull
factors. Family and friends, ﬁnances, food, education, jobs, and
hope for a better future can all push or pull humans. There are
many reasons why something might have happened. Studying
history gives us some clues about the past. Often humans
cannot piece together all the details, but we can make some
reasonable guesses.
13
 


	15. Why Study World  History?
Why study world history? We know much about the “now,” or
time that we currently live in, but how did things get to be the way
they are? What ideas led us to here? These are why questions
about ourselves and our own lives that history can help us
answer. Throughout elementary social studies classes, these are
some of the “historical ideas” you and your classmates may have
explored. We can speculate about the past. And in doing so,
we learn about ourselves.
In all of our thinking about the “W” questions, “Who, What,
Where, When, and Why” you saw a connection between
ourselves and social studies and the people and events of the
past. It impacts our lives. You saw that we will have to make
some sense out of it and some choices about it. So what do you
think? How might understanding social studies help you
understand and make choices in your own life?
14
 


	16. Section 3
Studying History
QUESTIONS  TO GUIDE INQUIRY
1. How do we learn about the past?
2. How would you describe temporal
thinking? Provide a scenario or speciﬁc
event to illustrate.
3. What steps and tools do historians use to
do their job?
4. How do historians know and construct
theories, perspectives, theories,
hypotheses, and accounts about the past?
5. ….and use it to support their claims?
6. How do historians collect and analyze
evidence?
7. How and why are these historical claims
controversial?
TERMS, PLACES, PEOPLE
primary source
secondary source
Let’s look at a diﬀerent “why” question. This social Interactive 1.3 The History
of the World in 7 Minutes.
studies book is speciﬁcally about World History and
the key question about events in the past is, why:
Why did this happen?
As you watch this video what
questions surface?
What questions do you come up with as you watch the
embedded video “The History of the World in 7
Minutes?”
Ultimately, why something happened in the past is the question that history is all
about. And here’s the fun part (or the hard part!). It’s up to you to answer the why
question. You will read about many things that happened in the past and some
reasons why people think they happened. People who look at the same facts
sometimes come to diﬀerent conclusions. Answering the other “W” questions will
15
 


	17. help you answer  the question, why: Why did this happen?
Answering Why -- that’s what thinking like a historian is about.
Here is a chart that might help someone make sense of some
social studies questions that may have been asked throughout
your many years of schooling.
What questions might you ask to solve the mystery
of the Iceman Mummy?
Let’s put some of what we’ve learned about asking good
questions and historical thinking to work. Look at this photo of a
man found preserved in a glacier -- huge piece of ice -- on the
border between Italy and Austria in the mountains. This mummy
was discovered in 1991, but he lived long ago. We’ve answered
one question: “where was he found?” But there are other where
questions such as “where was he going” and “where did he
come from?”
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	18. 17
Interactive 1.4 The
Smithsonian  Channel
Possible Questions:
Who was this person? Did he have a
name and a family?
Who might have been responsible?
What might have happened?
When did he live?
Why did he live and die where he did?
Why did he die here?
Learn more about the Ice Man in
this video.
Now that you have questions, we have to try to answer them. To
do that, we will need some evidence.
Evidence is like a witness, but, of course this eye-witness is not
alive to answer our questions. What can we do? Fortunately,
there is another way. Using primary and secondary sources.
After good questions, these are the main tools of history. We’ll
revisit our Iceman mystery in the next chapter.
Primary Sources and Secondary Sources
Evidence gathered from the actual site or the real people that
lived through the historical event is a primary source. Can you
think of a few items that might be called primary sources?
• Photographs (they won’t be much help for us because
photography was invented less than 200 years ago and the
history we will study is much further in the past!)
• Eyewitness accounts - retellings of event from a
person that was there. Most of this is in written form but, like
photography, some history took place before humans invented
writing.
• Artwork created by those who watched the event
happen is a primary source; like carvings, paintings, etchings,
and writings, like diary entries.
• Artifacts - the everyday items used by the people we
are studying.
• Fossils - like our Iceman; sometimes we can learn a
lot by studying the remains of someone who once lived
Suppose you are interested in tattoos and makeup and you are
studying Egypt. How do you ﬁnd out if the ancient Egyptians
were into decorating their bodies like a lot of people do today?
You can ﬁnd some primary sources, like pieces of artwork that
historians have studied. Later in this
book you will read about
Mummies - We usually think of
mummies as coming from
ancient Egypt, but a mummy is
any body that has been
people in ancient Egypt who
might make you ask “did
they have tattoos and use
makeup too?” How might preserved through dehydration.
 


	19. you ﬁnd out  if ancient Egyptians were into decorating their
bodies like a lot of people do today?
This is the kind of detective work that can make history fun!
Historians have been detectives for generations. They help us to
understand the mysteries of history. Like detectives at a crime
scene, historians can bring diﬀering opinions and perspectives to
their theories. Data and evidence can lead historians to other
ideas that they can consider. They can then test these ideas out
with other information that has been collected about an event, a
culture, or an idea. People can look at the same image and
diﬀerent details will stand out to them based on their schema, or
background knowledge.
Interactive 1.5 Thinking
Historically
Learn more about Historical
Thinking in this video.
When you look at this picture, what do you see? What details did
you notice right away? What details seem to stand out after you
consider the more subtle features or speciﬁc ﬁne points? Can
you see the image that others might have seen at ﬁrst? This is a
18
 


	20. simple optical illusion,  but it can help us understand that history is
more than ﬁnding the right answer. Because of perspective,
diﬀerent historians often come to diﬀerent conclusions even
though they are looking at the same evidence.
Secondary sources are details recorded after an event occurs,
and these documents are recorded by someone who was not
actually at the event. An article written by a newspaper reporter is
a secondary source. A retelling of a story is a secondhand
account, so that also makes that retelling a secondary source. In
terms of world history, artifacts and written records from the
people being studied are primary sources but the interpretation of
them are secondary sources. That includes this resource you are
using.
Interactive 1.6 Primary/
Secondary Source Quiz
Sort each light orange piece into
the proper category (indicating
whether it is a primary or
secondary source).
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	21. Section 4
How to  Think Like a Historian
QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY
1. How do we learn about the past?
2. How would you describe temporal
thinking? Provide a scenario or speciﬁc
event to illustrate.
3. What steps and tools do historians use to
do their job?
4. How do historians know and construct
theories, perspectives, theories,
hypotheses, and accounts about the past?
5. ….and use it to support their claims?
6. How do historians collect and analyze
evidence?
7. How and why are these historical claims
controversial?
TERMS, PLACES, PEOPLE
historical thinking
Studying history, especially ancient history, will often require making decisions
based on limited evidence. You would like to have more; you might not get it so
you have to make your argument about what happened in the past based on what
you have. Then, new evidence is discovered. Sometimes that will help you ﬁll in a
few details about your picture of the past; other times, the new evidence will
make you rethink your original picture of the past and start over.
Interactive 1.7 Puzzling Pieces of the Past
This activity is part of an in-class activity where your teacher will break you into one of ﬁve
groups. Each group will follow the same set of instructions but hold diﬀerent puzzle pieces.
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	22. Imagine you have  a puzzle. It’s over 100 pieces, but you only
have ten of the pieces. Based on those ten, you have to describe
what the entire picture made by the puzzle looks like -- in detail!
Of course, you and a classmate doing the same thing might have
come to a diﬀerent conclusion about what that picture looks like.
This is what studying ancient history is like. We have limited
pieces to the puzzle and diﬀerent people are going to come to
diﬀerent conclusions about what happened and why it happened.
You need to be able to explain why you think the picture looks the
way it does based on the limited evidence you have.
Now, imagine you ﬁnd ten more pieces to the puzzle. What might
happen? Some of the new pieces might conﬁrm some of your
original ideas and help you add more detail. Some pieces might
make you change your mind. You thought the whole picture was
one thing, but new puzzle pieces show that your ﬁrst idea was
wrong and needs to be changed or modiﬁed. You had to change
your original idea because it just didn’t work with new evidence.
This is what historians do all the time. Historians build an
argument based on the evidence they have. New evidence
discovered later, however, may force them to change their
original argument. History requires you to be ﬂexible because
new evidence might change your original understanding of the
past.
How to Read/Research/Investigate Like an Historian?
To build the most accurate picture of the past based on the
evidence you have requires thinking like a historian and asking
good questions about the pieces of evidence you have.
Some of the questions to ask about artifacts -- unwritten
information-- are:
• When was it made?
• Who made it?
• What was it used for?
• Does this conﬁrm, modify or force me to change my
current understanding of the past?
Some of the questions to ask of a document -- a written
source-- are:
• Who is the author?
• What is this author’s background?
• What is the purpose of this document?
• What might be going on that I am not seeing from this
source?
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	23. • What questions  do I have for this author or artist?
What do I still want to know?
• What is happening in society at this time from an
economic/social/political perspective?
• Are there other documents from diﬀerent perspectives
that I should consider?
• Does this conﬁrm, modify, or force me to change my
current understanding of the past?
There are tools used by a historian: questions, argument building
based on evidence, and a willingness to change based on new
evidence. Multiple sources bring about many diﬀerent
perspectives.
Watch this video to understand historical thinking and how to use
primary sources better.
Interactive 1.8 Think
Historically
Watch this video to understand
historical thinking and how to use
primary sources better.
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	24. Section 5
Setting the  Stage For World History
QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY
1. How do we learn about the past?
2. How would you describe temporal
thinking? Provide a scenario or speciﬁc
event to illustrate.
3. What steps and tools do historians use to
do their job?
4. How do historians know and construct
theories, perspectives, theories,
hypotheses, and accounts about the past?
5. ….and use it to support their claims?
6. How do historians collect and analyze
evidence?
7. How and why are these historical claims
controversial?
TERMS, PLACES, PEOPLE
GeoHistogram
The GeoHistoGram is a way to link the “where” and
“when” questions in our study of history. The human
brain has an amazing natural ability to coordinate time
and space and the GeoHistoGram will help you do
just that. You will hopefully be able to see
relationships across time and space, but you will have
to think deeper to understand the “why” questions.
As we set out to study ancient peoples, your
understanding of the deep relationship between
geography and history will help you to make sense of
many of the things we will study. The Eras of time
between the ﬁrst people on Earth to the end of the 4th
Era in about 1500 CE were full of interesting people
and places and things -- and opportunities for you to
practice your questioning and historical thinking skills.
There are images that you can drag and drop onto a
GeoHistoGram created for the studies of 7th grade
Interactive 1.9 World
GeoHistoGram
Take some time to explore this
World GeoHistoGram created by
the Michigan Geographic Alliance.
Interactive 1.10
GeoHistogram Sort Activity
Once you’ve explored the
clickable HistoGram (Interactive
1.9) Take a moment to see if you
can match the artifacts above to
23
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	25. Ancient World History.  Use your questioning and historical
thinking skills to locate where and when each image belongs on
the diagram. Don’t worry if you get some of them wrong -- you’re
just getting started!
Another resource you could explore is the site GeaCron. It is a
world history atlas with timelines since 3000 BCE.
You’ll become familiar with the GeoHistoGram and other
websites like GeaCron as you begin your study of the ancient
world in the next chapter.
Now that you’ve ﬁnished this chapter, take a stab at
answering the chapter inquiry question: Why do we
study history?
Interactive 1.11 GeaCron
Before beginning the next chapter,
spend some time exploring the
GeaCron website.
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	26. Chapter 2
What Factors  and
Conditions Are Most
Signiﬁcant for Creating
Times of Innovation and
Growth?
1. Why might humans want to move from an area?
2. What might attract people to a new place?
3. Why did humans start migrating out of Africa about 100,000
years ago?
4. What is meant by Paleolithic and Neolithic ways of life?
5. How have Paleolithic and Neolithic patterns of life diﬀered
between the people of Africa Western Europe, Asia, and North
America?
6. What beneﬁts did early human farmers gain over hunter/
gatherers?
7. How did the natural environment aﬀect the places early human
farmers chose to live?
8. What was the relationship between stable food supplies and the
development of settlements?
 


	27. Section 1
Early Migrations
QUESTIONS  TO GUIDE INQUIRY
1. Why might humans want to move from an area?
2. What might attract people to a new place?
3. Why did humans start migrating out of Africa about
100,000 years ago?
4. What is meant by Paleolithic and Neolithic ways of life?
5. How have Paleolithic and Neolithic patterns of life
diﬀered between the people of Africa Western Europe,
Asia, and North America?
6. What beneﬁts did early human farmers gain over hunter/
gatherers?
7. How did the natural environment aﬀect the places early
human farmers chose to live?
8. What was the relationship between stable food supplies
and the development of settlements?
TERMS, PLACES, PEOPLE:
timeline
prehistory
fossils
migration
Before we can begin to study the ﬁrst peoples, it is important to establish the
concept of time. Historians use timelines to help aid in the understanding of the
time frame in which the topic under study has taken place. The ﬁrst step is to
establish how the past is organized into sections of time. The organization of time
into Eras is a choice made by historians. The sections of time that are being used
in this book are divided by major turning points (big events that change humans
forever) in history. This book is organizing the major Eras into the following four
categories: Prehistory, Ancient History, Middle Ages, and Modern History. Below
is a chart that breaks down the four Eras and major events that happened.
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	28. We use timelines  to help keep things in chronological order.
Timelines are a visual to help us "see" history so we can ﬁgure
out how long ago an event happened, make connections
between events, and make comparisons between events.
Remember, how we organize time is a choice and even our
calendar reﬂects a choice; one made nearly 450 years ago. The
Gregorian calendar is used in much of the Western world and is
based on the Christian religion. In other places around the world,
calendars are written and time is measured diﬀerently.
It is important for you to know that the labels used on our
timelines are based on the Western Calendar.
Interactive 2.1 A Variety of Interactive 2.2 Interactive
Calendars Timeline
You can read much more about
diﬀerent calendars here: http://
www.webexhibits.org/calendars/
calendar.html
Use the pieces on this chart to
create a timeline. Note: This
calendar has no year Zero and,
though that non-existant year
represents the turning point in our
timeline, it is not in the middle;
there were many more years of
history before it, than after it (so
far!)
Remember, history is like solving a mystery; and when you
learn new information, you need to make changes to your
thinking. That has happened with the calendar, too. More
recent investigation would indicate that the
Interactive 2.3 Calendar
birth of Christ actually took place
Miscalculation
several years earlier than our calendar
would indicate. Even the leading
Christian scholars think the Christian
calendar is slightly oﬀ. Don’t worry; no
one will be changing the timeline. If
they did, you would have to change
your birthdate!
How do we know?
Now that you have a handle on how to
read time the era this unit is going to
examine is Prehistory. This is a time of no written records which
makes it really diﬃcult to determine exactly what life was like
then. The evidence that is used by scientists,
anthropologists, and historians are fossils and artifacts that have
been discovered throughout the world. As you may recall from
chapter 1, fossils are the remains of living things (plants, animals,
people). Artifacts are the remains of things that were made, not
the remains of living things. The weapons and tools left behind
by a human are considered artifacts, while the bones of that
human would be considered fossils.
Read more here: http://
abcnews.go.com/blogs/headlines/
2012/11/pope-says-christian-
calendar-based-on-
miscalculation/
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	29. Fossils:
Image source: https://www.sciencenews.org/sites/default/ﬁles/main/articles/
ts_LaBrana1_discovery_feat_free.jpg
Image  source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a5/Neolithic_arrowheads_Chariez.jpg
Artifacts:
Link to the Present
Did you know the arrowheads that are still
being found today in North America are actually
Stone Age artifacts?
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	30. Prehistory is popularly  referred to as the Stone Age because early
humans used stone tools. Evidence suggests that these ﬁrst
humans hunted and gathered their food, lived in small groups,
lived in shelters, and used materials found in the environment.
The oldest human fossils have been found in East Africa
suggesting that this is where the ﬁrst humans lived. Why did
these ﬁrst humans leave Africa?
Prehistoric and Ancient Migration
Using geological evidence, fossils, and artifacts, many scientists
believe that the earliest humans lived in Africa. From there
humans eventually started moving out or migrating. Human
migration is the movement by people from one place to another
with the intentions of settling temporarily or permanently in the
new location. About a hundred thousand years ago, humans
started to move from Africa to other parts of the world. It did not
take long to go from East Africa to nearby places like West Africa
or Southwest Asia (see map on the next page) From there, they
could go on to Southern Europe or Central Asia. It took longer to
get to Northern Europe, East Asia, and Australia. It took the
longest time to get to South America. People ﬁrst had to cross
from Asia to Alaska. Then they had to travel south through the
entire length of both North and South America.
These are long distances, and it took a thousands of years and
many generations of people. Migration was relatively easy in
some places and hard in others. For example, moving through
grasslands or open forests is fairly easy. Travel is slower through
dense forests. High mountains are hard to climb and can be very
cold. Large deserts and oceans would be an even bigger
problem. It is possible to walk from
Africa all the way across Asia.
Unfortunately, Asia is separated from
Australia and the Americas by huge
bodies of water. Here, the story of
human migration was aided by another
fact -- climate change.
Today, the earth is fairly warm. There
are only two large sheets of ice. One of
these is on Greenland. The other is on
Antarctica. Hundreds of high
mountains have small glaciers on
them. These do not add up to even a
small fraction of the Greenland or
Antarctic icecaps. Thousands of years
ago, the climate was much colder. Ice
sheets covered large parts of North
America and Eurasia. The earth has a
limited amount of water and with much
more of it in the form of huge ice
sheets, there was less in the ocean.
As a result, the water level was
hundreds of feet lower than today. This
Interactive 2.4 Ice Sheets
For more information on Ice
Sheets visit: http://whyﬁles.org/
2014/melting-antarctic-ice-rising-
seas-what-can-we-expect/
Interactive 2.5 Land Bridge
Theory
Watch this short video to see this
in action: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Ziw_SmFKf_g
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	31. made it possible  to walk on dry land from northeast Asia to
Alaska.
People could also walk to many of the islands between China
and Australia. In other cases, people could see the land on the
other side of a narrow area of water. That made it easier to make
a boat and ﬂoat across to the other side. People did that and
arrived in Australia about 50,000 years ago. Then, about 13,000
years ago, the climate began to get warmer. Glaciers melted and
the oceans rose. Eventually, areas that had been land were
covered by the oceans. The humans in the Americas and the
islands of the South Paciﬁc became isolated. Source: Michigan
Geographic Alliance Phil Gersmehl 2015
Why would humans
migrate?
The reasons for early
human migrations is a
great mystery. There is
evidence to suggest that
climate changes may
have caused the ﬁrst
peoples to move out of
Africa. Other theories
include: following
migrating animals for
food, searching for more
Interactive 2.6
resources (food, water, shelter),
ﬁghting over resources resulting in
groups separating, and the theory
that humans simply went exploring.
The factors that cause humans to
migrate are referred to as push and
pull factors -- circumstances that
push someone out of one region
and other circumstances that pull
them to another region.
Practice: You can ﬁnish this map
by drawing arrows from older
dates to more recent ones. The
result is a visual picture of human
migration for the last 130,000
years.
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	32. Humans still migrate  today and we can understand that migration
better by thinking of the push/pull factors that are impacting
them.
Interactive 2.7 Vocabulary
Quizlet
Image source: http://www.slideshare.net/stevenheath148/migration-2008
Practice the vocabulary from this
section with this interactive
widget.
What are the modern day push/pull factors for human
migration? War, poverty, persecutions, environmental
effects, adventure…. How many of these might have
motivated ancient human migrations as well?
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	33. Section 2
What Do  Archaeologists Know and How do they
Know It?
QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY
1. Why might humans want to move from an
area?
2. What might attract people to a new place?
3. Why did humans start migrating out of
Africa about 100,000 years ago?
4. What is meant by Paleolithic and Neolithic
ways of life?
5. How have Paleolithic and Neolithic patterns
of life diﬀered between the people of Africa
Western Europe, Asia, and North America?
6. What beneﬁts did early human farmers gain
over hunter/gatherers?
7. How did the natural environment aﬀect the
places early human farmers chose to live?
8. What was the relationship between stable
food supplies and the development of
settlements?
TERMS, PLACES, PEOPLE:
artifacts
As you read in the previous section, the ﬁrst Era of history is called Prehistory and
takes place before the written language was invented. So how do historians know
what happened if there are no records? Scientists use fossils and artifacts found
to help piece together what life was like during this time. The map below gives
some examples of evidence that has been discovered around the world.
Image source: The World of Rock Art: its distribution around the globe
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	34. The importance and  signiﬁcance of
this heritage can also be seen in
the following list of the rock art
sites included on UNESCO’s list of
world heritage. Today, there are
people dedicated to preserving this
ancient art so that all people can
share in a part of their common
history. You can see about their
work and view some of these rock
paintings in the widget (Interactive
2.8).
It is because of this evidence that
scientists believe the ﬁrst peoples
began in East Africa-- because the
oldest human fossils have been
discovered there. Anthropologists
determine the age of a fossil using
a process called carbon dating.
One of the greatest human fossil
discoveries was the Iceman which
we used as an example in the ﬁrst
Interactive 2.8 Rock
Paintings
You can learn about their work
and view some of these rock
paintings here . http://
www.prehistour.eu/
Interactive 2.9 How Stuﬀ
Works - Carbon Dating
Learn more here!
chapter. The Iceman had been preserved in a glacier since around
3300 BC. He was discovered by hikers in 1991 CE in Europe,
high in the mountains along the border between Austria and Italy.
He is the Europe’s oldest natural mummy. Scientists even gave him a
nickname: Otzi the Iceman. Otzi was an important scientiﬁc ﬁnd
because according to the South Tyrol Museum of Archaeology in
Italy, where Iceman can be seen,
“The Iceman is one of the oldest mummies in the world. However,
it is not only his historical age that makes him particularly
valuable for scientists but also the way in which he was mummiﬁed.
Ötzi is a so-called 'wet mummy', i.e. one in which humidity is
retained in individual cells. The body tissue is elastic and suitable
for performing detailed
scientiﬁc investigations. Moreover, he is Interactive 2.10 Iceman
Parody Video
a natural mummy, unaltered by burial
rites or other interventions. The Iceman
with his complete clothing and
equipment provides a snapshot of
Stone Age life in Europe” (2013).
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	35. Other great clues  to prehistory are
in the form of art. Artifacts found
are often sculptures, jewelry,
masks, and drawings. Go to this
site (Interactive 2.11) and see how
well you can analyze the mask
artifact. What questions might you
ask that will help you?
Cave Art has also been used to
help understand life during
prehistoric times as well. The map
below shows several sites where
Cave Art has been discovered. Go
to the following site (Interactive
2.12) to see real examples. Use
your questioning skills to think
deeply about what you see.
Well it’s back to the drawing board-
we have new pieces and will have
to rethink our puzzle. Prehistory will
always be a mystery!
Interactive 2.11 Analyzing
Artifacts
Go to this site and see how well
you can analyze the mask artifact.
What questions might you ask that
will help you?
Interactive 2.12 Cave Art -
Bradshaw Foundation
Link to the present
What happens when new artifacts and fossils are found that
disrupt current theories? Remember in chapter 1 how
historians need to be ﬂexible and rethink their theories when
new discoveries are made? Check this out.
Interactive 2.13 The
Changing Human Story
Scientists have discovered a new
species of human ancestors deep
in a South African cave, adding a
baﬄing new branch to the family
tree.
Go to the following site to see real
examples. Use your questioning
skills to think deeply about what
you see.
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	36. Section 3
Environmental Eﬀects  on First Humans
QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY
1. Why might humans want to move from an
area?
2. What might attract people to a new place?
3. Why did humans start migrating out of
Africa about 100,000 years ago?
4. What is meant by Paleolithic and Neolithic
ways of life?
5. How have Paleolithic and Neolithic patterns
of life diﬀered between the people of Africa
Western Europe, Asia, and North America?
6. What beneﬁts did early human farmers gain
over hunter/gatherers?
7. How did the natural environment aﬀect the
places early human farmers chose to live?
8. What was the relationship between stable
food supplies and the development of
settlements?
TERMS, PLACES, PEOPLE:
ice age
During the Prehistoric Era there were multiple climate changes. One type of
change is called the Ice Age which is a period of extreme cold. Scientists believe
that there were ﬁve great Ice Ages with the most recent one ending around 10,000
years ago. During this particular Ice Age, the northern polar icecap moved so far
south that most of North America was covered by ice, including all of Michigan.
About 30 percent of the earth was covered in ice! Naturally, hunting and gathering
was diﬃcult during the Ice Ages. The ﬁrst people had
Interactive 2.14 What is an
Ice Age
to adapt to their surroundings. Therefore these
hunters and gatherers had very diﬀerent
environmental conditions to deal with. Life in the cold
climates would have hunters and gatherers using
animal hides to keep warm and hunting animals that
were more suitable to live in cold climates, such as
the Woolly Mammoth. This video will give you a little
more explanation about why ice ages happen.
Learn more about an Ice Age in
this video.
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	37. Image source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mammoth_House_(Replica).JPG
Image  source: https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woolly_mammoth
Areas that were not covered in ice were still aﬀected by the
cold temperatures and would have determined the migration
patterns of early animals and humans. Here is an example:
During the time when sea level was low due to the ice buildup
in the Northern Hemisphere, many of today’s islands were
connected to continents. New Guinea and Tasmania were part
of “super-Australia.” Three large islands of Indonesia –
Sumatra, Java, and Borneo -- were connected to Asia. Using
these “land bridges,” animals and plants could move from
continent to island and back. When the ice sheets melted, sea
level went up. Diﬀerent islands ended up with diﬀerent plants
and animals: Borneo has tigers and gorillas. These animals
also live in Vietnam, India, and other countries of South and
Southeast Asia. New Guinea has kangaroos and opossums.
These animals also live in Australia.
Source: Michigan Geographic Alliance Phil Gersmehl 2015
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	38. Sulawesi has many  strange animals. Nearly two-
thirds of its mammals are found nowhere else in
the world. This is because Sulawesi was not
connected to either Asia or Australia. Many birds in
Sulawesi, by contrast, are also seen in both Asia
and Australia. Why? Because birds can ﬂy.
Crossing a little bit of ocean is no big deal.
Australia is dry and far from other land. As a result,
many of its plants are diﬀerent from plants in other
continents. Nearly all of the trees in Australia, for
example, are in just one family -- the Eucalyptus
family. Because Australia had a warmer climate
during the Ice Ages, their environment aﬀected
them diﬀerently. They would have hunted animals
that suited a warmer climate and their shelters
would have been made from diﬀerent materials
than the Northern Hemispheric hunters and
gatherers.
Image source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_architecture
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	39. Section 4
Who Were  The First Peoples?
QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY
1. Why might humans want to move from an
area?
2. What might attract people to a new place?
3. Why did humans start migrating out of
Africa about 100,000 years ago?
4. What is meant by Paleolithic and Neolithic
ways of life?
5. How have Paleolithic and Neolithic patterns
of life diﬀered between the people of Africa
Western Europe, Asia, and North America?
6. What beneﬁts did early human farmers gain
over hunter/gatherers?
7. How did the natural environment aﬀect the
places early human farmers chose to live?
8. What was the relationship between stable
food supplies and the development of
settlements?
TERMS, PLACES, PEOPLE:
Paleolithic
Neolithic
Nomadic
The Prehistory Period was broken into the Paleolithic (Old Stone Age) and the
Neolithic (New Stone Age). This period of time is called the Stone Age because
most of the tools used by these ﬁrst peoples were made of stone. During the
Paleolithic time period, the early humans used these simple tools made from stone,
and others made from animal bone, and ivory, to hunt, skin, and butcher animals.
These ﬁrst tools were also used to dig up roots, cut through wood and bones, and
38
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	40. as weapons. These  tools have been found all over the world, but
the oldest have been found in East Africa. It is important to note
that this time period has diﬀerent starting points because regions
around the world started the technology of making tools at
diﬀerent times. This shouldn’t be surprising; we have already seen
how animal and plant life developed diﬀerently in diﬀerent places.
The ﬁrst Paleolithic people hunted their food and gathered
berries, nuts, and other plants from the environment. Many of
these ﬁrst people also found their food supplies by ﬁshing. These
ﬁrst peoples were nomadic -- moving from place to place ﬁnding
food, water, and shelters. These nomadic groups were often very
small due to a lack of a stable food supply and the need to
constantly be on the move to survive. So how did we get to
where we are today? It started with getting a stable food supply!
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	41. Section 5
The First  Farmers and Agricultural Revolution
QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY
1. Why might humans want to move from an
area?
2. What might attract people to a new place?
3. Why did humans start migrating out of
Africa about 100,000 years ago?
4. What is meant by Paleolithic and Neolithic
ways of life?
5. How have Paleolithic and Neolithic patterns
of life diﬀered between the people of Africa
Western Europe, Asia, and North America?
6. What beneﬁts did early human farmers gain
over hunter/gatherers?
7. How did the natural environment aﬀect the
places early human farmers chose to live?
8. What was the relationship between stable
food supplies and the development of
settlements?
TERMS, PLACES, PEOPLE:
agriculture
domesticate
irrigation
The Paleolithic Era ended when humans invented farming. Again, like the
development of tools, this happened at diﬀerent times in diﬀerent places. Up to
this point humans would hunt and gather their food. So why did some humans
stop? Why would our ancestors decide to settle in
one place and invent farming? Many scientists believe Interactive 2.15 From
that the climate began to warm up and this change in Hunters and Gatherers to
climate made the discovery of growing plants simple.
Farmers
With this climate change, plants began to ﬂourish.
People no longer needed to wander for food. With
this invention of farming, humans could now start to
settle in one place and stop needing their nomadic
lifestyle. They had, as the following video states,
“everything they needed in one place.”
The process of planting seed and harvesting crops
is called agriculture. This turning point in History is
called the Agricultural Revolution and begins the
Neolithic or New Stone Age.
The switch from hunting and gathering to farming did
not happen all at once in all areas of the world, so some historians will refer to this
transition period as the Mesolithic or Middle Stone Age. During the Agricultural
With this invention of farming
humans could now start to settle
in one place and stop needed
their nomadic lifestyle. They had,
as the following video state,
“everything they needed in one
place.”
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	42. Image source: https://c2.staticﬂickr.com/6/5100/5512116621_c14bc2762c_b.jpg
Revolution  (Neolithic Age) many changes took place. The biggest
changes include: the settling of people into villages, invention of
better tools, domestication of plants and animals, and the
invention of irrigation. Archaeological evidence suggests that the
very ﬁrst farming began in a region of Southwest Asia called the
“Fertile Crescent.” See map above.
It is important to note that even though the word fertile infers that
this area was full of great farmland, that was hardly the case. This
land was mostly arid (dry) and had rocky soil. So how did it
become the ﬁrst agricultural center? Because of the rivers that
often ﬂooded. Southwest Asia has a short rainy season in winter.
Fortunately, some snow falls on the mountains. It melted and
made rivers ﬂood in the spring. The extra water spread over any
low land close to the river.
To most modern people, ﬂoods are bad. In ancient times,
however, ﬂoods in many places were considered good because
they were predictable; that is, they occurred at the same times
every year and people could learn just how high the water would
rise. Over time, a ﬂooding river makes a ﬂoodplain by depositing
mud on low land near the river. Even more importantly, ﬂoods
make the soil softer and much easier to work. Floods also ﬁll the
ground with water. People can get this water later by digging
wells. All of this can help subsistence farmers (people who grow
food just for themselves).
If people settle in one place, get organized, and work together,
however, they can do even more. They can build canals or pipes
to carry water from wells and rivers to their ﬁelds. They can water
their crops when they need to as long as their river or well stays
full of water. This is called irrigation. Irrigation is the process of
adding water to ﬁelds. It can improve yields by keeping crops
from drying out during times when it does not rain. Building an
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	43. Interactive 2.16 World
GeoHistogram
irrigation  system takes a lot of skill and eﬀort. People have to be
organized. The payoﬀ, however, is huge -- irrigation can greatly
increase food production. You might even be able to grow more
than you need.
This fact is the reason why some people say that irrigation was
the foundation for the ﬁrst human civilizations and the most
important factor in its development. What do you think? One
geographic fact is clear : Many early civilizations started near
rivers. The rivers provide a steady supply of water, fertile soil
from predictable ﬂooding, and attracted animals. The
surrounding area might be desert but near the river
you had everything you needed. Why
go anywhere else?
People actually learned how to
domesticate plants and animals in
several diﬀerent places in the ancient
world, not just in the Fertile Crescent.
The plants that people used as
resources, however, were diﬀerent in
diﬀerent parts of the world (see map).
So how did the environment aﬀect
early cities?
Fire up the GeoHistogram and
click on the button for
“Agriculture” What do you notice
about when and where the
development of agriculture took
hold?
Source: Michigan Geographic Alliance Phil Gersmehl 2015
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	44. Section 6
The First  Towns
QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY
1. Why might humans want to move from an
area?
2. What might attract people to a new place?
3. Why did humans start migrating out of
Africa about 100,000 years ago?
4. What is meant by Paleolithic and Neolithic
ways of life?
5. How have Paleolithic and Neolithic
patterns of life diﬀered between the
people of Africa Western Europe, Asia,
and North America?
6. What beneﬁts did early human farmers
gain over hunter/gatherers?
7. How did the natural environment aﬀect
the places early human farmers chose to
live?
8. What was the relationship between stable
food supplies and the development of
settlements?
During the Neolithic Age, people were now settling into larger groups. Because
they no longer needed to hunt and gather food but could raise livestock and grow
crops, they started to have a surplus of food which led to larger populations. One
of these early village communities is called Catal Huyuk (Çatalhöyük).
Interactive 2.17 Catal
Huyuk
Click on the link to learn more
about the excavation of this ﬁrst
village community. http://
www.smm.org/catal/
Take a look at the map with three villages labeled on it. Why
do you think these villages were settled here?
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	45. Catal Huyuk is  located in the present-day country of Turkey.
Another early settlement was located in Jericho in present-day
Israel.
The invention of farming allowed ﬁrst farming communities to
have an abundance of food making life easier to survive for
people during this time. With a surplus of food and more
permanent shelters, people could now concentrate on new
technology. For example, Catal Huyuk produced many kinds of
local goods (suggesting the villagers had diﬀerent jobs; for
example, pottery makers) and goods from elsewhere (suggesting
trade).
These early farmers also invented better farming techniques and
tools like the plow, the wheel which helped with transporting
goods, and the loom which allowed people to weave
clothing. Other tools were also created:
measurements of time, calendars, and canals for
irrigation. The Neolithic Age ended with the
invention of metal tools, and thus begins the Era of
Ancient History. During the Ancient History Era the
Very first city-states (civilizations) appear. Below is
a map of these ﬁrst ancient river civilizations.
Interactive 2.18 Jericho
Learn More About Jericho in this
article from Khan Academy
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	46. Section 7
Pastoralism
QUESTIONS TO  GUIDE INQUIRY Not all people decided to settle into village communities and farm but instead
chose to continue to hunt and gather. Some of their descendants are still
hunting and gathering today.
The "Bushmen" or "San" are the oldest inhabitants of southern Africa. They
are hunter-gatherers and their home is the Kalahari desert.
Others decided to
take advantage of the
harsher lands that
were nearly
impossible to farm
and raise animals
that ﬂourished in that
habitat. These
groups are called
Pastoralists.
Pastoralists adapted
to harsh conditions
1. Why might humans want to move from an
area?
2. What might attract people to a new place?
3. Why did humans start migrating out of
Africa about 100,000 years years ago?
4. What is meant by Paleolithic and Neolithic
ways of life?
5. How have Paleolithic and Neolithic
patterns of life diﬀered between the
people of Africa Western Europe, Asia,
and North America?
6. What beneﬁts did early human farmers
gain over hunter/gatherers?
7. How did the natural environment aﬀect
the places early human farmers chose to
live?
8. What was the relationship between stable
food supplies and the development of
settlements? all over the world. In
the northern cold
TERMS, PLACES, PEOPLE:
pastoralism
Two men of the Bushmen tribe in Botswana making ﬁre by rubbing sticks together. Image source: https://
www.ﬂickr.com/photos/deepblue66/5434630216
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	47. tundra where reindeer  ﬂourish, humans adapted to the cold using
the reindeer for food, transportation, and warmth. In the dry
deserts of Africa and Asia, humans could use camels to help
them survive. Dry grasslands that were poor for farming made
great pastures for cattle, sheep, and horses.
Probably the most famous pastoralists in history were the
nomadic herders of the Eurasian steppes (prairies). Generally
termed ‘horse peoples’, these nomadic pastoralists, often
appear in history as invaders of Europe, the Middle East and
China. The generic title encompasses the ethnic groups
inhabiting the steppes of Central Asia, Mongolia, and what is now
Russia. They domesticated the horse, and their economy and
culture emphasized horse breeding, horse riding and a pastoral
economy in general.
Read this quote that describes the pastoralists of Central Asia.
“The culture of the central Asian nomads is summed up in one word:
HORSE. They were the ﬁrst people in the world to climb on the back
of a horse and learn to ride. Estimates of when they achieved this
feat range from 4200 BC to 900 BC. From that moment, there was no
looking back. They lived in the saddle. They had no buildings, no
houses, no farms, no towns—they had no home and they did not
want one. They were nomads. They spent their lives on their horses,
roaming wild and free over the endless steppe. They put their
children astride horses when they could barely even walk to start
learning to ride. They put little bows and arrows in their children's
hands as soon as they could grip something. Writers in the civilized
cultures who observed the nomads stressed that these people did
everything on horseback, to include performing bodily functions.
The nomads obtained their food by hunting and from their livestock.
They had great herds of cattle, sheep, goats, camels, and, of course,
extra horses. They subsisted on meat and dairy products and had
the physiques to prove it. At times of crisis, which were frequent on
the unforgiving steppe, they would make a small incision in a vein in
their horse's neck and slurp a little of its blood while it obediently
stood there.”
Stephen W. Richey. The Nomadic Horse People of Central Asia
http://www.horsenomads.info/introduction.html
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	48. Interactive 2.19 Chapter
Review
Again,  similar to the descendants of hunters and gatherers, the
descendants of these ﬁrst nomadic herders are still around
today. They live at the same time we do, yet, in a sense, they give
us a glimpse into the past.
Review your knowledge of
Paleolithic, Neolithic, and Pastoral
peoples
Image source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eurasian_Steppe
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Now that you’ve ﬁnished this chapter, take a stab at
answering the chapter inquiry question: What Factors and
Conditions Are Most Signiﬁcant for Creating Times of
Innovation and Growth?
 


	49. Chapter 3
Does Geography
Determine
Destiny?
1.  Which is greater: The impact of the environment
on people, or people on the environment?
2. How does where you live aﬀect how you live?
3. How does what you eat aﬀect how you live?
4. What does it mean to be civilized?
 


	50. Location, location, location.  You may have heard this phrase before. It is used by
realtors to explain that the most important thing in selling a house is its location.
With the civilizations you are about to study, location might be the most important
thing that determined the success of those civilizations. The big question you
should consider is this:
Does Geography Determine Destiny?
Let’s break that down a little bit by looking at some smaller questions:
• Did the geography of the areas that civilizations chose to live in make
them either more or less successful?
• Did the environment of the areas have a huge impact on the way those
people lived?
As you read on, try to think about these questions with the various civilizations you
will study. One thing you will notice is that huge civilizations nearly always started
near water. Think about all the good things water does for you: it can irrigate your
crops, provide clean drinking water, and be used for trade.
Section 1
QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY
1. Which is greater: The impact of the
environment on people or people on the
environment?
2. How does where you live aﬀect how you
live?
3. How does what you eat aﬀect how you
live?
4. What does it mean to be civilized?
TERMS, PLACES, PEOPLE
social system
complex technologies
culture
specialization
Introduction
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	51. Another thing to  look for is whether the civilizations were located
in areas that were accessible. For instance, Egypt and China
were pretty isolated. This protected them from wars but also
made trade more diﬃcult. Groups in Mesopotamia were much
more likely to trade, but they were also sometimes attacked.
What Makes a Civilization a Civilization?
In this chapter you will explore the rise of civilizations, which is a
much more advanced type of society than we have studied so far.
Early civilizations began in Mesopotamia around 3,500 B.C.E.
Before civilizations could really begin they needed a stable food
supply. One of the highest priorities for people was feeding
themselves. Once groups of people were assured that they could
regularly produce enough food to feed themselves, it allowed
people to do other things, like create art and build cities. As you
will see in this chapter, there are seven characteristics of
civilizations and all of them are very interconnected.
The development of cities is one of the characteristics of all
civilizations. Before people had a stable food supply, large
groups of people could not live together in one place because
they did not have enough food. Once farming and irrigation were
advanced enough to provide a stable food supply, large groups of
people began to live together in settled areas. This was a positive
advancement because it allowed people to specialize in areas
other than producing food. People became priests, soldiers,
artists, and blacksmiths. They were able to create great
advancements in the areas they specialized in.
Cities were a positive advancement, but so many people in one
place led to new problems. How do that many people live
together without fighting? How can that many people be fed?
What do we do with all of the human waste and garbage? To
solve these and other questions, civilizations gradually developed
a set of laws and government , which were meant to help people
behave in a manner that benefited the society as a whole.
Written language is another characteristic of civilizations that
helped people live together. Writing was probably first developed
to keep records of items bought and sold. It also allowed people
to write down the laws of the society. Each of the civilizations
you will study in this chapter also had what we call a social
system or structure. This means that there were diﬀerent classes
of people: some wealthy, some poor; some leaders, some
followers.
As these civilizations developed they encountered many
problems. This led to the introduction of complex technologies,
or, new ways to do things. Today’s complex technologies are
things like computers and 3D printers. They allow us to solve
problems in new ways. In ancient civilizations, their complex
technologies might have been things like wells, plows, and a new
method for building arches. As you read about these civilizations
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	52. look for what  complex technologies they invented or used to
make life better.
Each civilization also had its own distinct culture, or way of life,
which included organized religion. Each group developed art and
language and their own stories. These things are what tied these
groups of people together and helped to create their identity.
As you learn about the diﬀerent cultures in this chapter, try to
identify these seven characteristics of civilizations.
The Characteristics of Civilization
• Cities
• Government and Law
• System of Writing
• Specialization
• Social System
• Complex Technology
• Organized Religion
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	53. As cities developed,  what had a greater impact: the
environment on the people or the people on the
environment? How did the region impact the way
people lived? In this section we will discover how
civilization developed in Mesopotamia, what eﬀect
that development had on the people, and how the
geography of the region impacted the people living
there.
As early people began farming the Fertile Crescent,
small villages began to form. With the further
development of farming, many of these small communities began to grow into
large, complex cities.
Located in present day Iraq, the Fertile Crescent is a “half moon” shaped area that
lies between two rivers. Also called Mesopotamia, a Greek word meaning the
“land between two rivers,” the Fertile Crescent surrounds the Tigris and Euphrates
rivers. Cities first began appearing in the southern part of this land, eventually
developing in areas all around Mesopotamia.
Settlements began developing in the Fertile Crescent around 3500 BCE. These
were smaller cities and, for the sake of comparison, would be much more like
Section 2
QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY
1. Which is greater: The impact of the
environment on people or people on the
environment?
2. How does where you live aﬀect how you
live?
3. How does what you eat aﬀect how you
live?
4. What does it mean to be civilized?
TERMS, PLACES, PEOPLE
Mesopotamia
Ziggurat
city-states
Theocracy
aqueduct
Mesopotamia
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Interactive 3.1 Ancient
Mesopotamia Song
Overview
 


	54. independent countries today.  Each had a ruler to lead and
farmland to provide food. Taking a tour of the area, you would see
a walled inner city surrounded by vast farmland. The city walls
would be built from bricks that were baked in the sun. People
living in these early villages lived very diﬀerent lives from the
hunter-gatherers that came before them.
Because they had a stable food supply and permanent shelters,
they were able to form larger communities. This led to the
development of better tools, clothing, farming methods, and
systems of government. Living in a community allowed for goods
and ideas to be bartered or traded back and forth and people
could get the items they lacked.
Cradle of Civilization
Ancient Mesopotamia is considered by many to be the cradle of
civilization. This is due to the development of many things that
still impact our lives today. Agriculture, cities, religion,
government, and written language are just a few of the things that
were first developed in Mesopotamia. Unlike the many
civilizations that would follow, Mesopotamia was unique in that
the people who were in these various cities were bound together
through culture. The social laws, written language, and religion
are what historians use to classify the people of Mesopotamia. As
a result, Mesopotamia is more of a region occupied by various
civilizations rather than a single civilization. However, the people
of the region are grouped together due to two developments: (1)
the rise of cities and (2) the invention of written language.
City-States
When studying the ancient world, a city refers to an area of large
population. These cities are also the center of commerce and
government. In Ancient Mesopotamia, the cities were not only
large urban centers but also had a very distinct pattern to their
setup. Each was usually surrounded by a massive wall. In the
center of the city would be a large temple or ziggurat. Due to their
size and the way they were governed, many are often referred to
as city-states. A city-state is a city that is like a small
independent country, due to having its own laws and government.
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Image source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Dynastic_Period_(Mesopotamia)#/media/
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	55. The Sumerian people  were the first to begin building cities along
the rivers of lower Mesopotamia. They specialized, cooperated,
and made many advancements in technology, all prompted by
the needs that were presented by living together. The wheel,
plow, and system of writing are some examples of their
achievements. Among the many Sumerian cities were Ur, Uruk,
Nippur, and Kish. These cities established economic and political
control over the surrounding countryside. These became the
foundation for the development of civilization.
Challenge: Build a Ziggurat
The land of Mesopotamia was fertile near the two rivers. Outside
of that, however, the land was much too dry to grow many crops.
As a result this area became home to many herders. Since
agriculture is only possible near the rivers, due to the dry climate
of Mesopotamia, people had to develop a system of irrigation to
keep their farmland productive. This need had a major impact on
the locations of the city-states of Ancient Mesopotamia.
Another result of the dry climate was the region had very few
trees. As a result, wood couldn't be used as a building material.
There was, however, plenty of mud.
The Sumerians used this for building
purposes including the building of
ziggurats. Bricks made out of mud
were easy to shape and could be left
out in the sun to bake or become
hard. Nearly every building and the
walls that protected the city was
made from these bricks.
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Interactive 3.2 The
Wonders of Ancient
Mesopotamia
This animation, created for the
Melbourne Museum captures the
look and feel of the ancient city of
Ur. Many weeks of research with
expert archaeologists meant that
the accuracy of this video is based
on the available knowledge of the
area at the time.
Image source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ziggurat#/media/
File:Ancient_ziggurat_at_Ali_Air_Base_Iraq_2005.jpg
 


	56. Government and Law
The  Sumerian people believed that
their cities were the possessions of
the gods and goddesses. This belief
had a large impact on the setup of
the city-states and on the
governments that ruled over them.
Politically, each city was independent
from one another. Warfare between
them was frequent. The ziggurat,
found at the center of every city, was
a symbol of how important the patron
god or goddess was. The god or
goddess of the city was thought to be present in all stages of life,
from the planning and building of the city to the functioning of the
government.
This belief that the gods ruled the cities brought about the
concept of theocracy, a government by divine authority. In the
early history of the city-states, the temple was the center of life,
both political and religious. Priests were in charge of the matters
for both the belief system and the government. As part of the
system, people brought what they grew to the temple and these
resources would be redistributed by the priests. The government
and religious systems operated hand in hand.
As cities grew and developed, this system changed and often
become more complex. There was too much work for a single
person as priest and king. The work might be divided between
religious and political responsibilities. Priests-rulers gave way to
kings. The change established a slight division between the two
systems. How this change came about is unknown, but one can
hypothesize that the constant war that was gripping the city-
states during this time might have forced the change. In any
event, the need for someone to handle the political needs of a
city-state separate from the religious needs took control. The
belief system was still deeply rooted in the political system; the
Sumerians believed that the king was chosen by the gods. The
king was seen as the earthly representative of the god of the city-
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	57. state. He was  seen as a
sacred being. To go
against the king was to
go against god. The king
was responsible for
leading the military,
providing justice and
order, making laws, and
guiding the people.
Of all the advancements
made by the people of
Mesopotamia, one of the
most important is the
development of a written
code of laws. The most
famous of these is the
Code of Hammurabi.
Hammurabi was a ruler
of Babylon, one of the
empires to follow the Sumerians. Hammurabi used his code of
laws to unify his empire and to preserve order. The laws were
based on both his authority as king and the word of the gods. The
code was written on clay tablets so they could be displayed in
public.
The code was detailed, covering many situations like trade,
money exchange, marriage, and divorce. The code spelled out
both laws and punishments, many of which may seem harsh to
us today. For example, if a person were to build a home and that
house were to collapse, killing a family member, then the builders
own family member would be put to death. The laws did not treat
people of all social levels equally, but it was the first to be written
down and apply to everyone.
System of Writing
Of course, laws or anything else could not be written down until
the system of spoken language
developed into a written one.
Around 2500 BCE, early forms of
script began to take shape and
develop into a written language.
Sumerian cuneiform, or wedge
shaped writing, was a major
change in the technology of the
time. The Sumerians used a wedge
shaped stylus (sharp, pointed tool)
to etch the writing into soft clay
tablets. It was used to record
information about trade, create
administrative documents, literature, letters, prayers and other
religious works, as well as all forms of economic transactions.
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Interactive 3.3 Writing in
Ancient Mesopotamia
Learn more about the systems of
writing that developed in the
ancient world.
 


	58. Cuneiform was based  on an early form of writing known as
pictograph. This simpler form of writing used symbols to stand for
real objects, such as a house or water. As the language
developed, these pictures became less detailed and eventually a
series of lines and wedges remained. At the beginning, there may
have been upwards of 2,000 symbols.
Social Systems
All civilizations have a complex organization known as a social
structure (system). The social structure is made up of the diﬀerent
jobs and social levels found in a given civilization. Higher levels
enjoy a greater status than those in the lower levels.
Several classes have made up the various structures found in
diﬀerent Mesopotamian city-states. Even with the diﬀerences
between them, there were some common levels to all the
structures. At the top level were the priests, kings, landowners,
and government oﬃcials. They would own the largest homes and
live near the center of the city. The middle level consisted of the
merchants and artisans, farmers and fishers. Artisans were skilled
craftsman who made swords and arrows for the army as well as
tools like plows for farmers. Many would craft jewelry and other
luxury items for the upper class. Merchants bought and sold
goods or oﬀered services. In times of war, many people living in
the middle levels were forced to serve in the army. The bottom
level were slaves; they lived in the smallest homes and owned
very little property.
Organized Religion
Religion is one of the defining factors of being a civilization. The
religious system found in Mesopotamia had a very deep influence
on everyday life. The people of Mesopotamia tried to please their
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	59. gods, from tilling  fields to serving in government. Religion bound
the people together in a way that nothing else would.
The center for all religious expressions was temples and religious
towers, ziggurats, that were built in the center of all city-states.
Ziggurats were the largest building; some could be seen for many
miles away. The people believed that the god of their city-state
lived in the ziggurat.
The Mesopotamian culture believed in over 1,000 gods and
goddesses in their faith. They believed that the beginning of the
world was a victory of the gods over evil spirits. Through daily
rituals, funeral practices, civic duty, and many other aspects of
everyday life, people felt that they could help control the balance
of good over evil. In conjunction with daily rituals, the people held
great honor for elders and were to treat people with respect.
Doing this and honoring the gods was the primary way to show
and keep their faith.
Early Mesopotamian Empires: Unifying the Region with Force
The Sumerians flourished between 3500 and 2300 BCE, but the
city-states were never able to unify under a single empire. They
often fought for land and water rights. This lack of unity would
ultimately lead to their downfall, as their
lack of unity left them open to attacks.
Akkadians
Around 2300 BCE a group of people, the
Akkadians, came from northern
Mesopotamia into the land of the
Sumerian city-states. The Akkadians
found the city-states lacking unity and
were able to conquer the land. The were
led by an ambitious king named Sargon.
Sargon would become the first ruler of the
Akkadian Empire. Sargon was a strong
king and a skilled military leader. His army
used eﬀective military strategies such as
tight formations, using shields and spears.
Sargon was also a brilliant political leader.
Once he established himself as king, he
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	60. replaced the governors  of the city-states with his own oﬃcials. He
also made the Akkadian language the oﬃcial language of
business. He tore down the walls of many cities to make it harder
for those city-states to rebel. After his death, many fought for
control of the empire.
The Akkadian empire still had many Sumerian cultural influences.
Farmers used the Sumerian irrigation techniques. They adopted
the system of cuneiform for writing and even began worshipping
their gods. Over time, the Akkadian and Sumerian cultures
blended.
After 200 years, the empire began to lose strength. Naram-
Sin, Sargon’s grandson, would be the last great king. Soon
invaders from northern Mesopotamia invaded and brought
the first real empire in history to an end.
Babylonian
With the fall of the Akkadian Empire, Sumer once again was a
collection of independent city-states. The next empire to
come to power would be the Babylonians around 1750 BCE.
King Hammurabi, famous for his written code of laws, would
unite all of Mesopotamia under the Babylonian Empire.
Babylonia thrived under Hammurabi’s leadership. Trade and
agriculture boomed unlike ever before. The empire set up a
regular way to carefully maintain the irrigation systems so that
land remained fertile and would grow plenty of food. Trading
in grain and other products grown in the land, the empire took
advantage of the two rivers for more than just the fertile farm
land.
What stands out above the economic advancements is that
Babylonian society was oddly fair for this time period. Laws
treated the classes diﬀerently, but even the lowest level, slaves,
had rights. They were able to work outside of their owners’ home
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	61. and could keep  their wages. They were able to own property and
could even save money to eventually purchase their freedom.
Following Hammurabi’s death, mass revolts created unrest in the
empire. Over time, portions of the vast empire began to break oﬀ,
either gaining independence or being conquered. Around 1595
BCE, the empire finally fell to the Hittites when they sacked
Babylon and removed the standing king.
Assyrian
The next major empire to take control of Mesopotamia was the
warlike people known as the Assyrians. The Assyrians had lived in
Mesopotamia for centuries when Hammurabi conquered the
people, making them part of the Babylonian Empire. Around 900
BCE a line of rulers began training up an army with the goal of
preparing for war. Soon the army began to expand the Assyrian
territory.
The Assyrians were feared for their cruelty and military might.
They used strong iron weapons and became skilled horseman.
They also became highly eﬀective at siege warfare. This
technique had soldiers camp outside the city for many days
repeatedly attacking until the defenses fell. The used battering
rams to destroy walls and tall movable towers that could be rolled
up to the walls and gates allowing soldiers to climb over the
walls.
The empire was ruled by a series of powerful kings. The Assyrians
used many of the same techniques of irrigation and farming to
keep the region fertile and producing food. They also were the
first in the region to begin using aqueducts. An aqueduct is a
system of pipes or channels used to carry water into cities. The
aqueduct system brought drinking water into the city of Nineveh
from over 30 miles away.
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	62. The Assyrian empire  lasted for almost 300 years. At its height, the
empire extended from Mesopotamia to the area surrounding the
Nile River in Egypt and to the Taurus Mountains in the north.
Controlling such a large region became its weakness, stretching
its army too thin. This issue left the Assyrians exposed and they
found it diﬃcult to fight oﬀ invading neighbors. In the early 600s
BCE, Nineveh was plundered and the Assyrian empire was over.
Further Study: Visit the following sites for more information and
activities on Ancient Mesopotamia
History of Mesopotamia- University of Chicago
Mesopotamia- The British Museum
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Interactive 3.4 Palace
without Rival
Task: Follow the link to complete
the online scavenger hunt or test
your knowledge.
Interactive 3.6 Crash
Course - Ancient
Mesopotamia
Interested in learning even more?
Watch this video from John
Green’s “Crash Course”
Reflection: Looking back on all the information in this
previous section, which is greater: the impact of the
environment on people or the people on the environment?
Interactive 3.5 World
GeoHistoGram
Fire up the World GeoHistoGram
and click on the button
“Mesopotamia” - What do you
notice about the length of this
empire?
 


	63. Geography is rarely  described as glamorous, yet, without geography of the area
where Egyptian civilization developed, Egypt may not have become what it did.
The fertile river valley along the Nile River allowed the Egyptian farmers to avoid
famine. They could produce a surplus of food with a modest number of workers.
They could use the remaining workforce to craft amazing feats of architecture. The
Nile was also a provider of fish. There were many plants that grew in the riverbeds.
These marshy lands were home to lots of mammals, reptiles, amphibians, and
birds. The water for irrigating the fields carried mineral-rich silt that was scattered
by the annual floods. This made the Nile the lifeline of the pharaoh’s people.
Section 3
QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY
1. Which is greater: The impact of the
environment on people or people on the
environment?
2. How does where you live aﬀect how you
live?
3. How does what you eat aﬀect how you
live?
4. What does it mean to be civilized?
TERMS, PLACES, PEOPLE
fertile
pharaoh
Egypt
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Interactive 3.7 What did
Ancient Egyptians Eat?
What did Ancient Egyptians eat
and how do we know? Click here
for more!
 


	64. The Nile River  with its predictable
floods and the surrounding desert:
these were the geographic features
which dominated Ancient Egypt. As
you read about their historical
development, always consider how
the geography of the region might
have impacted that development.
Early Technology: Harnessing the
Nile River
Long before the rise of great civilizations in the Nile Valley, about
6000 BCE, irrigation began in Ancient Egypt. Irrigation gave life to
the Egyptian Empire. Annually, as the flood season began every
summer, ancient Egyptians sang a hymn to honor the river that
gave them fertile land and nourishing food. They looked forward
to these floods which they managed with great technology.
Teamwork had to be in place for the Egyptians to control the flow
of the water. They worked together to construct dikes which held
back the water. The irrigation ditches that they dug diverted, or
channeled, the rising waters. Collaboration was also the key as
they created basins, also known as reservoirs, to hold great
amounts of water to be used later during the dry season. The land
left behind by the flood waters was fertile - good for producing
crops. The river’s current had picked up bits of black soil, clay
particles, and the flood’s fertilizer called silt.
Thanks to advancements in irrigation, the Egyptians were able to
lessen their hunts for elephants, hippopotamus, and wild fowl.
Their choice of foods started to vary. They continued to fish in the
Nile River and later started to rely on meat from animals they
raised like long-horned cattle, geese, sheep, and goats.
Vegetables they grew were onions, leeks, garlic, beans, lettuce,
lentils, cabbages, radishes, and turnips. They ate fruit mainly as a
dessert. Their fruits were melons, plums, figs, grapes, and dates.
They also grew grains like wheat, barley, and flax. They made
bread and brewed beer from the grain. They spun the flax into
linen, which they sewed into garments to wear, and other helpful
cloth.
Government and Law
Before 3100 BCE, Egypt was two separate kingdoms with a huge
desert between them. Deserts can be like a fence or wall
protecting people from invasion. Joining forces with your
neighbor builds an even bigger advantage: larger population,
more land, additional resources, and the sharing of traditions and
talents. Upper Egypt, in the south, had a ruler who wore a white
crown while the ruler of the northern kingdom called Lower Egypt
wore a red crown. A double crown was created with the
combination of these two kingdoms.
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Interactive 3.8 Ancient
Egypt
Why do we know so much about
Ancient Egypt? Click here for
more!
 


	65. King Menes united  the two main regions
of Egypt and founded its first capital, a
headquarters for government, at Memphis
in about 3100 BCE.
”He became the first pharaoh, the
Egyptian name for the ultimate ruler, and
he wore the pschent, a crown that symbolized
the union of the two regions of Egypt,” According to authors Sara
Pendergast, Tom Pendergast, Drew D. Johnson, and Julie
L. Carnagie.
Menes ruled Upper Egypt in the south, yet he saw the great
trade potential in Lower Egypt, which was located to the
north at the fertile delta region. The highway of the Nile
connected not only the trade routes, but it allowed
transport for their military and travel for all. The Nile’s
waters allowed much of Egypt to venture down their
treasured river to the Mediterranean Sea.
Historians divide the years of Egyptian rule into three
periods: the Old Kingdom from about 2700-2000 BCE, the
Middle Kingdom which lasted from about 2000-1500 BCE,
and the New Kingdom from 1500-750 BCE.
The Old Kingdom came first and formed the strong central
government. The leaders of this period organized resources
to allow for irrigation, extensive food storage, and great
growth of the empire. They supervised the construction of
the first great monuments of Egyptian architecture, the
Great Pyramids. These marvels are located at Giza, which is
on the west bank of the Nile near Egypt’s current capital of
Cairo. During the Old Kingdom Egyptians had followed the
Sun King, Ra, and invented an accurate solar calendar. It is
similar to the Gregorian calendar that we use today.
Egyptians of the Old Kingdom also made great advancements in
art and culture.
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Upper and Lower Egypt:
Are you confused about Upper
and Lower Egypt? Then, think
like an Egyptian. We usually
print our maps with north at
the top and, because of that,
tend to think "up" wen we
think north. We even say, "up
North" in Michigan. But for
ancient Egyptians, the Nile
River defined how they saw
the world. There was
upstream, or towards the
source of the river, and
downstream, or towards the
mouth of the river. For the Nile,
the mouth was in the North at
the Mediterranean Sea. The
source was in the South. For
Egyptians, Upper Egypt was
upstream in the South. Lower
Egypt was downstream in the
North.
Image source: shutterstock
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